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I always take pleasure in speaking

of things pertaining to the kingdom of

God, and to the interest and happiness

of my fellow men, if I think that I can

be of service or advantage to those to

whom I address myself. In meeting to-

gether, as we are met today, from time to

time, we do so to reverence and worship,

according to the intelligence and under-

standing we possess, Almighty God, the

giver of our lives and the supporter of

all things. A feeling of reverence and

respect for Deity prevails in some form

or other amongst all the human fam-

ily. It assumes, it is true, a variety

of forms, and there are many different

ideas and opinions among men as to the

proper mode of worshiping and render-

ing ourselves acceptable to our heavenly

Father. All mankind believe, more or

less, in a Being who rules and governs

the universe, and controls the destinies

of the human family; and whatever form

of worship may be followed, it is accom-

panied by feelings of reverence and re-

spect for God. There is something very

singular about this, and it is different

from anything else that exists on the face

of the earth. We have our theories about

science; we have principles and laws

which govern mechanism; there are cer-

tain known laws which govern the ele-

ments by which we are surrounded;

there are certain sciences which men can

master by studying the laws which gov-

ern them; but in regard to the worship of

God, it seems to differ materially from

anything else that we have cognizance

of. He is a Being that mankind generally

do not have a knowledge of, they do not

have access to his presence, and unless

he communicates it, there is no known

law by which we can approach unto him.

The ideas of men seem to be vague

and uncertain in relation to the worship

of the Almighty, and they have always

beenmore or less so. When Paul stood up

in Athens, some eighteen hundred years

ago, in speaking upon God, he says, "I

saw an altar on which was inscribed—

'To the unknown God.'" The Athenians

had a variety of gods which they pro-

fessed to know, or that represented cer-

tain ideas, theories and principles which

obtained among them; but there was one

whom they described as the "Unknown

God." Paul makes a most remarkable

statement concerning this matter. He

says—"Him, therefore, whom ye igno-

rantly worship, declare I unto you;" the

God who made the heavens, the earth,

the seas and the fountains of waters.


