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pertaining to their being and origin, and
their relationship to God; pertaining to
the earth on which we live, and to the
heavens with which we expect to be asso-
ciated; pertaining to the beings who have
existed and those who will exist; pertain-
ing to the resurrection of the dead and the
life and glory of the world to come. This is
what the Gospel unfolds. It is not taught
in any of our schools of philosophy, they
do not comprehend it. It is a law and a
principle laid down by the Almighty;
and although a very simple one it is more
subtle in its operations than any of the
principles of nature with which we are
acquainted; and many of them have, for
generations, being unknown in their ac-
tion and properties to the human family.
It is not long since we became acquaint-
ed with the power of steam. That power
has always existed, but why did not men
make it available for useful purposes?
Because they were unacquainted with its
principles. It is not long since men be-
came acquainted with the properties of
gas. I can remember, in my young days,
walking along the streets when they were
lighted with oil lamps; and the light was
so dim that it only made darkness visible.
It is not long since the laws of electricity
were discovered, and now they are made
available for telegraphy and other pur-
poses. These principles always existed;
but they eluded the research and intel-
ligence of men for ages; but finally they
were made known. Doubtless there are
thousands of other principles in Nature,
with which we are unacquainted today,
formed by the Great I Am, the Great
Ruler and Governor of the universe, and
placed under certain laws, just as much
as the principles with which we have
already been made acquainted by the
operation of the Spirit of God on the

JOD Vol 16-LIVE.indd 198

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

spirit of man.

We read a good deal about the soul of
man, and the body of man. Will anybody
tell me where the body commences and
where the spirit leaves off, and how they
are united, and what forms the compact?
Can anybody tell about the principle of
life in man? We have had philosopher after
philosopher in all the various European as
well as American schools, trying to solve
this problem. They cannot do it, it is yet
a mystery. But because a thing is a mys-
tery, are we to say that it does not exist?
We see man, perfect in his form, in pos-
session of his faculties and clothed with in-
telligence. One day he is walking around,
and the next be lies a lifeless corpse; with
the same body, the same bones, nerves and
muscles and every faculty of his body, ap-
parently, as complete as the day before, but
he is dead, inanimate, inactive, without a
spirit or soul, if you please. What brings
about this change, or who possesses the
power to resuscitate that man and implant
in him again the principle of life? Where
is the man, the intelligence or the science
that can do it? We do not find it among
mortals. If some of these things are myster-
ies why not others?

God says that no man knows the things
of man, but by the spirit of man that is in
him; so no man knows the things of God
but by the Spirit of God. How is that
Spirit imparted and to whom? Through
what medium are we to get in posses-
sion of these principles? Will any of our
savants answer? Will our philosophers
tell us upon what principle these things
can be communicated to man, so as to
bring him into relationship to God, and
to enable him to comprehend things
which men in former times compre-
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