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hended? There are unquestionably cer-

tain laws and principles governing these

matters, as legitimate as those govern-

ing any other branch of science or knowl-

edge. If man knows the things of God

only by the Spirit of God, how are we

to obtain that Spirit? One of the old

Apostles, in talking on this subject in for-

mer times, told the people to repent and

be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ

for the remission of their sins, and they

should receive the Holy Ghost. What

should that Spirit do? It should take

of the things of God, and show them to

those who received it. Says the Apostle—

"Ye have received an unction from the

Holy One, whereby ye are enabled to

know all things; and ye need not that any

man should teach you save the anointing

that is within you, which is true and no

lie. Ye are our witnesses, as also is the

Holy Ghost, which bears witness of us."

Another one says—"Ye are in possession

of a hope that has entered within the

veil, whither Christ, our forerunner, has

gone, and where he ever lives to make

intercession for us."

This light and intelligence was com-

municated to men in the dark ages. This

treasure, says the Apostle, we have in

earthen vessels. This was what Je-

sus referred to when he said to the

woman of Samaria—"If thou hadst asked

of me I would have given thee wa-

ter which would have been in thee a

well springing up to everlasting life."

There was a principle of that kind

amongmen in those days, and it bloomed

with immortality, and put its posses-

sors in possession of certainty, intelli-

gence, and knowledge, in relation to

God, whereby they were enabled to cry—

"Abba, Father," and to approach him in

the name of his Son, and receive from

him the gift of the Holy Ghost, which

Jesus said would impart a knowledge of

God and his purposes, and whereby they

eventually might be exalted in his celes-

tial kingdom.

This is the kind of thing that they had

in that day. This is the Gospel that we

have to proclaim to you. Its laws are

just, strict and equitable to those who

embrace it. Those who do not, of course,

they cannot understand it. Why? Jesus

said to Nicodemus—"Except a man be

born of water, he cannot see the kingdom

of God; and except he be born of the wa-

ter and of the spirit he cannot enter the

kingdom of God," that is, he cannot know

anything about it unless he obeys its ini-

tiatory ordinances. Then, to the Saints,

if they do not live their religion and keep

their covenants, the light that is within

them will become dark, and how great

will be that darkness. This light, truth

and intelligence can only be obtained, in

the first place, by obedience to the laws

of God; and, in the second place, it can

only be retained, by continued faithful-

ness, purity, virtue and holiness.

I pray that God may, by his Spirit,

lead us in the way of peace, in the name

of Jesus. Amen.


