ANCIENT PROPHECY, ETC.

from them, when it was a thousand miles
on the west, a thousand on the north, a
thousand to the south, and thirteen hun-
dred to the east to the nearest settlement. It
was this faith in the latter-day work, the as-
surance we had received that God had spo-
ken from the heavens, which prompted us
to this great work. It was because God had
spoken from the heavens by his own voice
to his servant Joseph Smith, by the voice
of his Son, and by the voice of angels, call-
ing his people to gather from the nations
into the heart of the mountains, that we
are here today. I can place my eyes upon
many in this congregation, and I know of
many more throughout this Territory, who
heard these things from the mouth of the
Prophet Joseph Smith.

When the pioneers left the confines of
civilization, we were not seeking a coun-
try on the Pacific Coast, neither a country
to the north or south; we were seeking a
country which had been pointed out by
the Prophet Joseph Smith in the midst
of the Rocky Mountains, in the interior
of the great North American continent.
When the leader of that noble band of
pioneers set out with his little company
from the Missouri River, they went, as did
Abram, when he left his father’s house—
knowing not whither he went—only God
had said, Go out from your father’s house
unto a land which I will show you. That
band of pioneers went out, not know-
ing whither they went, only they knew
that God had commanded them to
go into a land which he would show
them. And whenever the Prophet
Brigham Young, the leader of that
band of pioneers, was asked the
question—“Whither goest thou?”
the only answer he could give was—*I
will show you when we come to it.”
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The prayers of that band of pioneers, of-
fered up day and night, continually unto
God, was to lead us, as he had promised,
unto a land which, by the mouth of his
servant Joseph, he had declared he would
give us for an inheritance. Said the Prophet
Brigham—*“I have seen it, I have seen it,
in vision, and when my natural eyes be-
hold it, I shall know it.” They, therefore,
like Abram of old, journeying by faith,
knowing not whither they went, only
they knew that God had called them to go
out from among their brethren, who had
hated, despised and persecuted them, and
driven them from their possessions, and
would not that they should dwell among
them. And when they reached this land
the Prophet Brigham said—“This is the
place where I, in vision, saw the ark of the
Lord resting; this is the place whereon we
will plant the soles of our feet, and where
the Lord will place his name amongst his
people.” And he said to that band of pio-
neers— “Organize your exploring parties,
one to go south, another north, and an-
other to go to the west, and search out the
land, in the length and the breadth thereof,
learn the facilities for settlement, for graz-
ing, water, timber, soil and climate, that
we may be able to report to our brethren
when we return;” and when the parties
were organized, said he unto them—“You
will find many excellent places for settle-
ment. On every hand in these mountains
are locations where the people of God may
dwell, but when you return from the south,
west and north to this place, you will say
with me, ‘this is the place which the Lord
has chosen for us to commence our settle-
ments, and from this place we shall spread

3%

abroad and possess the land.
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