
“But,” says one, “suppose that these wit-
nesses were interested persons, and they 
wished to combine together to deceive the 
children of men.” The same supposition 
might be made concerning ancient wit-
nesses, the Twelve Apostles for instance. 
They were chosen by the Lord to bear tes-
timony of the Gospel unto all nations, and, 
with the exception of Judas, there was not 
a disinterested person among them, not 
even the one appointed to fill the place of 
Judas; and these men bore testimony to 
the most important truths that were ever 
revealed to the human family. They did 
this with a perfect knowledge. The infidel 
world will say they were interested witness-
es, just the same as the world say concern-
ing the witnesses of the Book of Mormon. 
I would not give much for a witness who 
was not interested; I would not give much 
for the testimony of an individual who 
would come and say, “I have seen an angel 
from God, but yet I am not interested in 
anything that he said to me.” No, let that 
man who receives a communication from 
the Almighty, and who knows of a surety 
of the things that he brings forth and bears 
testimony of to the world, let him be in-
terested in his testimony and show to the 
world by his works that he is an interested 
witness.

Says one, “We have some disinterested 
witnesses with regard to the truth of the 
Bible.” I deny it, you have not one. You 
have eight writers in the New Testament, 
but were they not all interested witness-
es? Yes. “But,” says one, “were there not  
a great many not connected with the  
ancient Church who saw the miracles  
of Jesus?” If they did, we have not 
their testimony, not one. We find it re-
corded in the Acts of the Apostles that

when Peter and John healed the lame 
man who sat at the beautiful gate of the 
Temple, there was a great multitude 
around about who saw this miracle, but 
have you the testimony and evidence of 
anyone of that multitude? No, you have 
not, no such evidence or testimony has 
been handed down to our day. But we 
have the testimony of the writer of the Acts 
of the Apostles that such was the case. He 
says so, and we have to believe it on his tes-
timony. So in regard to the five hundred 
who saw Jesus after his resurrection. Paul 
declares that he was seen of five hundred of 
the brethren at once. But has one of those 
five hundred brethren handed down his 
testimony to the 19th century? Not one: 
it all depends upon the testimony of one 
writer. That writer says that five hundred 
men saw Jesus after his resurrection. So in 
regard to all the miracles that are recorded, 
said to be wrought by our Lord and Savior; 
so in regard to all the miracles, wrought 
after his ascension into heaven, by his ser-
vants and those who believed in his name. 
We have only the testimony of eight wit-
nesses for the truth of the New Testament, 
and they were all interested.

Again. We know that there have been 
persons who have combined together to 
deceive their fellow men, and how are we 
to know whether these witnesses to the 
Book of Mormon were men of that class, 
or whether they were really witnesses of the 
things of God? We cannot know it at first; 
it is impossible for you and me to know 
that fact, unless we obtain our knowledge 
from heaven. We can believe it, or their 
testimony, but we cannot know it, or their 
testimony. Now the way I would do, if

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES214

JOD Vol 16-LIVE.indd   214JOD Vol 16-LIVE.indd   214 5/16/20   8:47 PM5/16/20   8:47 PM


