EVIDENCES, ETC.

had the vision of your minds opened to
behold heavenly things. There you have
heard the voice of the Almighty speak-
ing to you by revelation and testifying
to you of the things of heaven. Many
of you have experienced those great and
blessed gifts, that are mentioned in the
New Testament, before you emigrated
to this land. You came here then, not
to obtain a knowledge of the truth of
this work, but because you already had
a knowledge of it, and to be more thor-
oughly perfected in the ways of God, and
to be taught more fully in the things
pertaining to eternal life and happiness,
than you could be in your own lands.
Hence you are not dependent now upon
the testimony of two or three witnesses,
or upon the twelve witnesses in the Book
of Mormon; but we have a vast cloud of
witnesses raised up among all nations,
and kindreds, and tongues, and people
to whom this work has been sent. They
are flocking from the ends of the earth
to these mountains, as doves to the win-
dows, all bearing the same testimony—
that God has spoken and that the Book
of Mormon is true, for the Lord has re-
vealed it to them. Moreover, in the early
rise of this Church, the Lord said to
his servants—"Go forth and bear testi-
mony to the Book of Mormon and the
doctrines contained therein, and I will
back up your testimony by signs, by the
gifts,"” etc. Supposing this promise had
not been fulfilled, would there be any
tabernacle in this desert today? Not
any at all. Would this desert be inhab-
ited now by a hundred or a hundred
and fifty thousand people? Not at all.
Would there now be a great highway cast
up across this continent from ocean to
ocean? Not at all. It is because God
has confirmed the promise that he made
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to us in the early rise of this Church,
that these great events have been accom-
plished. No people would have had the
fortitude, courage and enterprise to come
fourteen hundred miles from civilization,
so-called, to these mountain wastes and
deserts, to cultivate the land and per-
form the work that has been wrought
by this people, unless they had a knowl-
edge from heaven, concerning the truth
of this great work. God fulfilled his
promise when he said to his servants—
"In the name of Jesus you shall heal
the sick, you shall open the eyes of the
blind, you shall unstop the ears of the
deaf." It is because of the fulfillment of
this promise, that you have been gath-
ered and accomplished the work that has
been wrought out herein this country,
and because of this stepping stone be-
tween the two great oceans, a halfway
house as it were, others have ventured to
come into these mountain wilds, and the
Territory and regions round about are
beginning to be settled. Through these
facilities no doubt the railroad has been
constructed something like a quarter of a
century sooner than it would have been
otherwise.

When we contrast the evidence which
we have concerning the divinity of the
Book of Mormon, with the evidence
which this generation have of the Bible,
we discern that the Book of Mormon
contains a vast amount of evidence,
thousands and thousands of witnesses
of its divinity to where the Christian
world have one of the divinity of the
Bible. "How so0?" you may inquire.
These very Elders and missionaries who
have gone to the nations have kept
their journals, and have recorded the
miracles which God has wrought by
their hands. These are living wit-
nesses. Those who saw these miracles
are still alive. Now, how many wit-



