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I feel very thankful for the privi-

lege of standing before this congrega-

tion this morning, notwithstanding it is

with some degree of diffidence; yet, in

common with my brethren, I have rea-

son to rest assured that when an Elder

stands up before a congregation with a

desire to bless them with a portion of the

good news that emanates from the eter-

nal throne, I say I have reason to believe

that that Being whom we serve and wor-

ship will not be unmindful of us, inas-

much as we draw near unto him with

confidence and with prayerful hearts. I

rejoiced exceedingly at the words of our

beloved President, President George A.

Smith, when he requested the congrega-

tion to lift up their hearts in silent player

to Jehovah, that the Elders might re-

ceive the words of life to give unto the

people. This is our privilege, brethren

and sisters, and it is one that I esteem of

the greatest value; and when I come to a

meeting to listen to the words of truth,

I make it an invariable rule to lift up

my heart in silent prayer that the Lord

will administer to us, for without his aid

and assistance our words are of very lit-

tle value to the Saints.

I realize, this morning, that I am

addressing a congregation of Latter-day

Saints. If I were speaking to the peo-

ple of the world, who know nothing about

our holy religion, I might be directed to

admonish them to be baptized for the

remission of their sins. But I realize

that I am talking to a people who are

already acquainted with the first prin-

ciples of the Gospel. I see before me

those who have left all that was near and

dear to them—forsaken their homes, the

graves of their fathers, the associations

of their friends, and have gathered here

to serve the true and living God—that

Being who has revealed himself in this,

the dispensation of the fullness of times,

for the winding up of the affairs of this

earth, according to the program that was

made before the world was. Inasmuch as

we have done this, and have covenanted

with God, the Eternal Father, that we

would serve him and keep his command-

ments, if I can give you a word of comfort,

or of exhortation, I pray that it may be so

given to me from God that it may do you

good.

We have had some very excellent

instructions given to us during the

Conference. President Young brought

the Gospel before us, as it were in a


