
the mind and will of Jehovah.
I bear testimony to you this day, breth-

ren and sisters, that God has set up his 
kingdom; that it has been revealed to me, 
to my understanding, to my most posi-
tive conviction, so that it is no longer a 
matter of doubt of uncertainty; but it is 
as substantial and real to me as the assur-
ance that I am. And there are hundreds, 
yes, thousands in this congregation, who 
could bear the same testimony were they 
called upon.

Do we as Latter-day Saints act up to this 
knowledge? Do we bear in mind that we 
have made certain covenants with God, 
and that we are responsible whether we 
keep them or neglect them? I am afraid, 
brethren and sisters, that, although the 
majority of the Latter-day Saints are doing 
very well, there are many men with talents, 
gifts and abilities given them by God, who 
might be bright and shining instruments 
in his hands, who are negligent and who 
are wandering after idols, and are worship-
ing idols just as much as the heathen who 
prostrate themselves before things of wood 
and stone. What are they doing? Forgetful 
of the great aim and object which they 
should have in view as Latter-day Saints, 
they wander off after the things of this 
world, they seek to heap to themselves 
riches, and spend their time as if there were 
nothing beyond the veil. This course is not 
wise, even so far as this world is concerned, 
for what is the condition of such persons 
today? Their ideal does not give them  
that true lasting happiness that comes  
from God. It brings care and anxiety, and 
increases the lust for gain, and what they 
seek to obtain flees further from them.  
The acquisition of wealth entails greater

responsibility as to what use they will make 
of it to acquire still more. Looking at it in 
this light it seems to me a self-evident fact, 
that although we are ostensibly engaged 
in seeking for and promoting our happi-
ness, we are on the wrong track when we 
take a course of this kind. There is a proper 
course for us to pursue in order to increase 
our happiness. We have been thrown to-
gether on this planet, in pretty much the 
same circumstances in many respects. We 
are sensitive to pleasure and to pain, we 
have a desire to increase our enjoyments, 
and there are many things I might men-
tion wherein we are all very much alike. 
Now don’t you think that the Being who 
created you and me knew of a certain plan 
which, if we would adopt, a certain course 
which, if we would pursue, would give us 
the greatest among of happiness? It is a 
very reasonable conclusion.

What course is that likely to be? The 
same course that our Father in heaven has 
taken before us. How shall we get to know 
what that is? Let us read the revelations, 
let us refer to our beloved Savior when he 
was upon the earth. What course did he 
pursue? He went about doing good. His 
admonition was to do good to all, to love 
your enemies, do good to them that hate 
you, and to do unto others as you would 
have them do to you. These were some of 
the principles laid down by our Savior and 
Redeemer. He said he came not to do his 
own will, but the will of his Father. Don’t 
you think, brethren and sisters, that if  
we were to follow these golden rules  
we should see a very different state of 
things to what we now see? What would 
be the result if they were observed? Every 
man would be as willing to promote
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