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I have come from a point about one

hundred and forty miles southeast of

here. The people of my immediate field

of labor, I am pleased to say, are gener-

ally healthy. There is some little sickness

among our children, and some of them

have been called away; but as a general

thing, among the adult population, there

is good health. We have had a pecu-

liar season, yet very passable crops, and

a most beautiful time to gather them.

This year, so far, we have had peace with

the Indians, for the first time for quite

a number of years, and I do assure you

that it is a relief to us. The Indians had

an idea that they could do with us as

seemed them good—prey upon our sub-

stance and murder our men, women and

children whenever they felt like it, and

the military of the Government would

wink at it, because they thought the Gov-

ernment wanted to get rid of us; any-

how, they seemed to entertain little fear

with regard to the consequences of the

crimes which they committed amongst

us. But last year, when General Mor-

row and a few companies stationed here

at Camp Douglas, came and paid us a

visit, it rather led the Indians to think

that it was not altogether as they had

considered it, and though there was no

fighting done, from the fact that the In-

dians retreated, and hid themselves, yet

the presence of the soldiers was a pro-

tection to us while we gathered the most

abundant harvest that ever crowned the

labors of our people in that section, and

it was a very good thing, and the Indi-

ans begin to think, perhaps, that the sol-

diers would chastise them if they did not

behave well. But from the sudden and

unexpected recall of the troops from our

county, and the apparent unwillingness

of the Government to grant us any com-

pensation for years of military service

rendered in the defense of our settle-

ments, in which time, nearly one hun-

dred of our men, women and children,

were mercilessly slain by the red-skins,

besides hundreds of thousands of dol-

lars' worth of stock driven off by them—

some of our people were foolish enough

to think that the Indians were more than

half right in their views. Be this as it

may, it is all in a lifetime, and will come

out right in the end. I feel thankful that

we have had peace with the red-men,

and that no particular depredations have

been committed by them since, with the

exception of a dozen or twenty horses

which they have stolen.

We are notmining in Sanpete County.

I do not know whether there are any

mines there or not; we do not trouble our-

selves a great deal about that, and con-

sequently we are not afflicted with peo-

ple who will dabble with mining, some of

whom, when disappointed, will resort to

stealing and other crimes. We have not

that class amongst us, and I am glad of

it, yet the more men who come amongst

us with good and honest hearts, the bet-

ter. It matters little whether they are

Jews or Gentiles, if they possess honest

hearts, we are apt to convert them and

bring them into the Church. That has

been the case up to the present time, and

the consequence is, there are very few

outsiders there.

The Cooperative stores established

in our various settlements are a great

blessing to us. They bring whatever

we want, right to our doors, and al-

though the dividends are not very great

in favor of the stockholders, the bene-

fits resulting from the establishment of

these institutions afford us ample re-

muneration for the advance of the capi-


