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tal necessary to commence the business.

We do not increase rapidly in wealth,

but we increase a little all the time, es-

pecially when the Indians let our stock

alone. Our Cooperative Institutions are

doing a very safe and good business. I

do not think that any of them in San-

pete County are very much in debt to

the parent institution in this city. I have

cautioned them against it, and advised

them to pay fairly and squarely, and not

to trust their goods out, but to do a close,

safe and secure business, that every per-

son may be accommodated with what he

wants; and if they should not happen

to have what we need in every store at

the time, they will kindly bring us what-

ever we sent for, especially when we give

them the money to operate with. This

is all that we can expect. Our books are

open, and have never been closed against

the admission of capital. Stock is for sale

in every institution in Sanpete County,

from twenty-five cents and upwards, and

our little boys and girls, taking advan-

tage of the opportunity thus presented,

put in two bits once in a while, and by

and by it gets up to five, seven, eight or

ten dollars; and they can get a share, and

there is quite an effectual door open for

our youngsters to begin and show their

financial accommodation to the people.

Well, brethren and sisters, I will say

nothing further about the part of the

county from which I came, but I will

make a few remarks upon the idea of

our being a peculiar people. You know

that we are regarded as such, and if

we look upon ourselves from a proper

point of view, we shall readily admit

that in this respect outsiders have given

us an appropriate name; for we are a

peculiar people whom God has chosen

to serve and honor him. But the form of

government of this people a great many

have taken serious exceptions to: they

think that one man is armed with too

much power, and sways an influence over

so many that it becomes a dangerous

power and should be suppressed. I was

reading, a few weeks ago, a statement

made by a reverend gentleman living in

Provo, and the most serious thing he had

to complain of—and he complained of

a great many things—was the one-man

power which exists, and is tolerated and

sustained in Utah.

I wish to speak a few words in rela-

tion to the one-man power, and in the

first place I will say that it is what ev-

ery aspirant, politician and statesman

labors to acquire. I do believe that Mr.

Grant, as good a man and as brave a sol-

dier as he is, if he could get the hearts

of all the people so that they would rally

round his standard and sustain and up-

hold him, it would be the pride and joy of

his heart. But if any man is thwarted

in the desires of his heart in this re-

spect, that is no reason why he should

oppose others in gaining influence over

his fellow men. All men love money, you

know, more or less, hence they are dig-

ging here in the mines to obtain it. I

have no fault to find or censure to be-

stow upon them for this operation; they

are anxious to obtain money. Some only

get a little, very little, while others, per-

haps, make their millions. Now let me

ask, Should the few who are fortunate

and gain their millions be cast out and

crushed because of their financial power,

because they have struck a good lead and

have been successful, by the many who

have gained only a few dollars, or who,

perhaps, have lost instead of gained?


