AFFAIRS IN SANPETE COUNTY, ETC.

point republicanism has to be laid aside,
and the one-man power has to be strictly
obeyed.

Go, if you please, on board the ships of
war of the United States, and what kind
of government will you find there? There
again the one-man power is absolute. I
recollect reading an anecdote of General
Jackson, when defending New Orleans
against the British. He put the city under
martial law, and in so doing some said
he exceeded the bounds of his authority.
I cannot say whether he did or not, I do
not care whether he did or not; any way
he saved the city and obtained a victory.
But in preparing for defense he took cot-
ton bales out of the warehouses and made a
breastwork of them. A certain planter came
to New Orleans at that time, and hearing
that his cotton bales had been taken by
the General, he made a terrible ado about
them, and finally went to the commander-
in-chief of the American forces and re-
quested that they be returned. Said General
Jackson—“Have you any cotton bales in
our breastworks?” “Yes, sir, I have so many,
and they have been taken from the place
where they were deposited without my
permission.” The General turned to an of-
ficer standing by, and said he—"Sergeant,
furnish this man a musket and an outfit.”
The articles were brought. “Now, sir,” said
General Jackson, “if you have any cotton
bales here, step into the ranks and defend
them.” That was one-man power, and it
was a noble exercise of it, it showed that
the commanding general had the interest
of the country at heart. You see, whenever
there is a vital question at stake, and mat-
ters of life and death are involved, the one-
man power has to be introduced in spite of
everything, and that is all right.

Well, we expect that the work of
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God in the last days will be more impor-
tant and will involve more vital questions
than any other that has ever been under-
taken or accomplished on the earth, and
consequently the one-man power will be
most loudly called for in connection with
it, and Heaven seeing this has given power
and influence to his servants. Have they
got it by the sword or by oppression? No,
but they secure it just as the sun secures its
votaries. In the cool or cold season of the
year, the reptiles and many animals seek
protection in dens and caves and they are
not allured therefrom by the lightning’s
flash or the thunders of heaven, but when
the rays of the glorious sun again warm and
revivify the face of nature, these animals
and reptiles again come forth to bask in his
enlivening rays. So it is with the servants of
the living God. They do not obtain influ-
ence over the hearts of the children of men
by the sword or musket, but it is the light
of truth, distilling like the dews of heaven,
and warming the hearts of those who love
truth that gives this influence, and you and
I like to be under it. When I have been in
the cold shade and chilling winds, I like to
come out to the friendly sunshine, it is just
as natural for me as it is to live, and this is
the reason why the Latter-day Saints rally
under the influence of the one-man power.
There is the light: there are the rays that
warm the heart, cheer the affections, open
up prospects for the future, and make life
agreeable.

Now I want to show you that we have
all got to obey it. If you can get rid of
death and scale the walls of eternity
without passing through the dark valley
of the shadow of death, then perhaps
you may escape this one-man power; but
if you cannot do that, you cannot es-
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