
wonderful arguments in this city paper 
about railroad communication and the 
interests which the same would call into 
action, and the influence they would have 
in overturning “Mormonism,” I could not 
help thinking about my childish conclu-
sions in regard to the end of the world and 
the lady’s school. The Lord does not care 
so much about railroads; I do not think he 
will delay the accomplishment of his pur-
poses to accommodate any railroad institu-
tion, but he will do all he desired regardless 
of this, that or the other.

Now, my brethren and sisters, in the 
midst of all the conflicting scenes that tran-
spire around us, the mining operations, 
speculations and worldly pride and vanity 
which are multiplying on every hand, re-
member the words of the Savior—“Except 
ye are one ye are not mine.” No doubt 
some of you have had vessels containing a 
little oil, and you may have dropped in, by 
accident or design, a few drops of water, 
and then, in the same vessel, you have had 
oil and water, but no matter how much 
you shook them, they would not unite. 
Why? Are they not both liquids? Yes, but 
they will not unite, because they are dis-
similar in their natures, and there can be 
no chemical union between them. I have 
heard men say, and correctly too, no 
doubt, that they were thankful they had a 
name and a standing in the Church of the 
living God. I am thankful for the same to-
day. But is that all? I want to show you that 
here is a man, for instance, who is required 
to pay his Tithing, and says he—“I will pay 
just enough to save my skin, to save my  
name and character, I will not pay a full 
Tithing, but just enough to whip the devil 
round the stump.” Here is another man 
who comes up and pays a full Tithing of

everything that he has. Let those two men 
sit down and talk Tithing matters over to-
gether, and will their spirits run together? 
Are they not in the same vessel—the same 
Church? Yes. Well, do their hearts, spirits 
and interests unite? No, they are like the 
oil and the water in the same vessel—they 
are distinct and they will not amalgamate. 
This will serve to illustrate a great many 
other things which, for want of time, I 
am not disposed to follow out. But one 
thing I will name, and that is in regard to 
plural marriage. A great many men say—
“Oh, well, I can get along, I can live, and 
I believe I shall only have one wife.” Well, 
that is your privilege, nobody compels you 
to take more than one; but with the com-
mandment of the Lord before us like a 
blaze of light, can we disregard it and serve 
him acceptably? If we can, then why not 
retain those laws and commandments in 
heaven, and not send them down here to 
earth? These commandments are sent for 
our good, for our salvation and exaltation. 
Here is a woman who, in speaking of ce-
lestial marriage says, “It will do very well 
for others, but it will not do in my house;” 
“it may do very well for somebody else, be-
cause her feelings are not quite so fine as 
mine, she has been differently raised from 
what I have.” I do not know that the Lord 
will pay any particular respect as to how 
we are raised, and how fine and delicate 
our feelings may be, or how coarse and 
uncultivated they may be. I believe that if 
we submit to the law of heaven, that law 
has power to refine us and to fit us for im-
mortality and eternal life. That is my opin-
ion. Now hear this good sister, she says—
“It will not do for me, I am not going to 
submit to it.” Another sister says—“I am  
willing to submit to the law of Christ.”
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