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drink. Shame on such a man! Why not

quietly say—"No, I do not need it;" and

if the invitation is repeated, say—"No

more of that, gentlemen," and be man

enough to let it alone, rather than yield

and let a habit creep upon him that will

destroy him. I have heard men say—

"I can drink, or let it alone;" then let it

alone; but some of those who can "drink

or let it alone" will get drunk every day.

They have sold themselves to the cursed

alcohol. Let the Elders of Israel cease

this habit and learn wisdom. When you

come to meet the presence of your Fa-

ther in heaven, when you wish for the re-

wards of your Priesthood, you who have

not obeyed the Word of Wisdom will wail

at the loss you have sustained in con-

sequence of your folly. Think of these

things, continue to think of them, pray

over them, and set an example before

your children that is worthy of imitation.

If an old lady of seventy comes to my

house at Conference, and I get her a cup

of tea, if there is a girl there of fifteen,

she will want to drink with grandma,

and she will think she must have it be-

cause grandma does. This has been my

experience in times past. I do not have

it now; I do not get tea for people, un-

less they pretend to be sick, then I tell

my folks to make them a tin cup full of

good, strong catnip tea. That is a rule

I have prescribed. I do not know how

my folks keep it. I certainly do not in-

tend to place any restrictions on them

any further than their own wisdom dic-

tates. But if they use these things they

do it in violation of my advice and run

their own risks, and so do all others.

I say, brethren and sisters, let us

observe the Word of Wisdom. We

are doing a great business in the

tea, coffee and tobacco in the Coop-

erative Store. When we first esta-

blished it we thought we would not sell

tobacco at all; but pretty soon the Su-

perintendent asked the Directors if he

might not bring in some poor kind of

tobacco to kill the ticks on the sheep.

It was very soon discovered that unless

they sold tobacco, so many Latter-day

Saints used it, that a successful opposi-

tion could be run against them on the to-

bacco trade alone, and they had to com-

mence it, I believe, under the plea that it

was brought on to kill the ticks on sheep.

Shame on such Latter-day Saints, so far

as tobacco is concerned.

I will say a word in relation to the

colleges which brother Jesse N. Smith

spoke about. As he said, we have strug-

gled against many difficulties as far as

education is concerned, and our uni-

versity and our colleges, so far, have

simply been schools for the education

of teachers in the primary branches.

We have sometimes employed professors

and taught many different branches.

But a great effort has been made to ed-

ucate teachers for primary schools, and

some of them have taken great pains to

inform themselves. They have held asso-

ciations and got up a normal and train-

ing class, have given lectures, and this

summer they spent six weeks voluntar-

ily to instruct each other.

It has been the uniform custom of

the General Government to give the dif-

ferent States public lands and money

to a liberal extent for educational pur-

poses. None of this has ever been

made available for Utah; we have had

to carry everything by our own individ-

ual effort. Now that there are many

young men and women among us who

wish to study more advanced branches

than we have, as yet, been able to or-

ganize, they would like to go to famous

seats of learning in distant parts of the


