
my mind there has been an evidence of 
their truth accompanying every word 
that has been spoken. The Spirit of God 
bears testimony to the things of God, and 
there would be no difficulty in convinc-
ing the inhabitants of the earth of the 
truth of the principles believed in by the 
Latter-day Saints, were it not for tradition 
and the prejudices which exist in men’s 
minds in relation to the truth. Let a man 
start out with the Bible in his hand, de-
termined to receive the truth wherever it 
may be found, and commence examining 
the various institutions and churches that 
exist among men, and he would, if he be-
lieved the Bible, and were not prejudiced 
by tradition and education, expect to find, 
when he found the Church of Christ, a 
Church organized in every respect like 
that of which the New Testament gives 
us an account. He would expect to find 
Apostles and Prophets, and the ordinances 
of baptism, and the laying on of hands for 
the reception of the Holy Ghost in that 
Church; he would expect to find the gifts 
of prophecy, revelation, tongues, the in-
terpretation of tongues, healing, wisdom, 
the discernment of spirits, and all the gifts 
that existed in the Church of Christ in an-
cient days. He would look for just such a 
church as this, and if he did not find it he 
would conclude that that church had been 
withdrawn from the earth. The evidences  
that abound in the Scriptures all go to  
prove that this was the character of the 
Church of Christ in ancient days, and 
that there should be no change, for the 
Scriptures tell us that God is the same 
today, yesterday and forever, and that if 
men, in this day do the same things—exer-
cising the same faith as they did in ancient 
days—the same blessings will follow their

obedience. If we examine the Bible there 
is nothing to sustain the idea that there 
should be any change in any of these 
things; and when men hear it proclaimed 
that God has restored the everlasting 
Gospel, and they have a desire in their 
hearts to comprehend the truth, there 
is a spirit accompanies the testimony of 
the servants of God which bears witness 
to their spirit that these things are true. 
But immediately another spirit steps in, 
and the reflection arises in the minds of 
many—What will my parents, relatives or 
friends say? What will the world say if I be-
lieve this doctrine? There is ignominy asso-
ciated with belief in these doctrines. There 
is shame to be encountered if I go forward 
and join a people so despised as these. 
What will men say of me? In what light, 
shall I be viewed? These reflections arise, 
and the testimony of the truth is extin-
guished in the hearts of many. It requires, 
therefore, on the part of people now, as in 
ancient days, great strength of mind, great 
moral courage, and great love of the truth, 
an overpowering desire to obtain salvation, 
and the Spirit of God to aid them, in order 
to enable people to receive the Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence it is that so 
few, comparatively speaking, in every age 
have received the truth. It requires cour-
age to sustain men when opposed by every 
kind of treachery and of violence. It re-
quired courage to enable men to go forth 
to the stake, to be cast into dens of wild 
beasts, or fiery furnaces, to be crucified, 
beheaded, sawn asunder, or to be exiled 
as was John the Revelator. It required, in 
ancient days, and it requires it in our days, 
this kind of sublime courage to enable 
men and women to receive the truth; and 
in view of all this, we can see and compre-
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