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and lust for the things of this life, or any-

thingmore degrading and debasing in its

effects, except it be the love or lust for

women. As a people we believe that lust

for women is, next to murder, shedding

innocent blood, the most deadly of all

sins. Committing whoredom or adultery

destroys the man who indulges in it, and

next to that, in my estimation, is the love

of wealth—the lusting after the things of

this life; and there ought to be, and is in

every rightly constituted nature, a con-

stant warfare against this evil. We have

this to contend with. We should watch it

in our children and in ourselves, and we

should endeavor to govern and bring all

our feelings and desires into such a po-

sition that they can be controlled by the

love of the truth.

God has most wisely designed, in my

humble view and opinion, that, as a

people, we should be called upon from

time to time to make sacrifices in or-

der that we may be weaned from the

love of the things of this life, that our

love may be concentrated upon Him

and upon the salvation of our fellow

men, for the mission that is entrusted

to us is to save the inhabitants of the

earth. And what a glorious field spreads

out before us in this direction, when

we see the thousands of poor, perish-

ing souls who are dying for the want of

the blessings that we enjoy. We build

Temples, we organize emigration soci-

eties, and expend our means that we

may be the instruments in the hands of

God of saving and bringing salvation

to the inhabitants of the earth—our

brethren and our sisters.

God required Abraham to sacrifice

that which was most dear to him, and he

will also require at our hands that which

is most dear to us. If you have wealth,

and are increasing in wealth, one of the

best things, under such circumstances,

is to be always particular in doing that

which God requires of us. He requires

of us one-tenth of all that we have. Let

us be liberal in this. He requires that

we shall pay means for the emigration

of the poor from the distant nations of

the earth. Let us be liberal in this also.

Then, if he requires our time and tal-

ents and all that we have, let us be will-

ing to devote ourselves to his Work, for

he blesses us with everything that our

hearts desire. There is nothing we have

ever desired as individuals or as a peo-

ple, that has been good for us, and proper

that we should have, that he has with-

held from us. On the contrary, he has

multiplied blessings upon us, and he will

make us wealthy if we will only be de-

voted to him. There is no danger that

we shall not become wealthy, the danger

is that we shall become wealthy and not

be willing to use our means to his glory

and for the advancement of his kingdom.

That is the danger with which we are

threatened.

God bless you, my brethren and sis-

ters, in the name of Jesus. Amen.


