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Dives had all these, in this world, while
Lazarus crawled at his feet and begged
for the crumbs that fell from his table;
but afterward Dives lifted up his eyes in
hell and saw Lazarus in Abraham’s bosom
enjoying the good things that he had
formerly possessed in the world, and he
begged Abraham to send Lazarus to dip
the tip of his finger in water to alleviate
his parching tongue. But even this poor
boon was denied him, he being informed
that there was an impassable gulf between
them; and said Abraham to Dives—(in
effect), “When you were in the flesh you
had Moses and the Prophets, you had the
Gospel preached to you, but you rejected
and refused to obey it. You had your good
portion and your enjoyments in the world,
now you are denied them, they are given
to Lazarus.” How long do the honors,
wealth, and pleasures of the worldling last?
Until death claims him for its own, then he
ceases to enjoy them, because he has failed
to secure his title to them, they have not
been sealed upon him by the authority of
the Priesthood of the Son of God, which
has power to bind on earth and it is bound
in heaven. If they have wives and children,
when death calls them they are no longer
theirs, because they have not been sealed
unto them by the power of God. They do
not obey the truth, they do not receive the
ministrations of the Priesthood, and conse-
quently they are deprived, not only of their
wealth, but of their wives and children.
We are not living only for the few mis-
erable years that we spend on this earth,
but for that life which is interminable; and
we desire to enjoy every blessing through-
out these countless ages of eternity, but
unless they are secured to us by that
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sealing power which was given to the
Apostle Peter by the Son of God, we can-
not possess them. Unless we secure them
on that principle, in the life to come we
shall have neither father, mother, broth-
er, sister, wife, children, nor friends, nor
wealth nor honor, for all earthly “contracts,
covenants, bonds, obligations, oaths, vows,
connections, and associations,” are dis-
solved in the grave, except those sealed and
ratified by the power of God. It is said in
the Scriptures that the earth and its fullness
are the Lord’s, and that they are to be given
to the Saints of the Most High God, and
they are to possess them forever and ever.
You know that those who have not
faith in the Gospel call us exclusive and
uncharitable; they say—“You cast out
all except those of your faith.” Then en-
roll yourselves under the banner of King
Emanuel, to whom the earth and its full-
ness belong, and when it shall be given
to the Saints of the Most High God, you
will come in for your share, and only in
that way can you do so. Obedience to
the Gospel of Christ is the only way to
secure blessings for the life that now is,
or that which is to come. We are not
talking in parables, neither are we igno-
rantly repeating the words of the ancient
Apostles. Our declarations are founded
upon modern revelation and inspira-
tion, and we know whereof we speak.
We know that angels have come to earth
and that God has spoken in our day,
that he has raised up Apostles and
Prophets, restored the holy Priesthood,
and shown himself to man and revealed
his truth to those who dwell on earth.
We know these things, it is this that makes
us bold to declare it to the world. We
are not ashamed of it, because we know
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