
different pattern wherein laws, statutes, 
judgments, and ordinances are to be re-
vealed for the benefit of his people. “And 
verily I say unto you, let this house be built 
unto my name, that I may reveal mine 
ordinances therein unto my people; For 
I deign to reveal unto my church things 
which have been kept hid from the foun-
dation of the world, things that pertain to 
the dispensation of the fullness of times.”

I think that portion of this revelation 
which I have read, will give you a gen-
eral idea of the sacredness of the house of 
the Lord, which is to be built in the lat-
ter times, a place wherein the angels may 
come and visit, as they did in the ancient 
Temple; a place wherein you can receive 
all those ordinances which the Lord has re-
vealed, and which he will, hereafter reveal, 
from time to time, preparatory to the great 
day of the coming of the Lord.

Now let me mention over some few 
things which should be administered in the 
Temple of the Most High. Marriage, for 
instance, is an ordinance of God. We know 
it to be not only an ordinance administered 
among the various nations according to 
their civil laws, but know also that it is a re-
ligious ordinance, administered by authori-
ty from God. If anyone wants any proof on 
this point let him read the 6th verse of the 
19th chapter of Matthew. “What God hath 
joined together, let no man put asunder.” It 
seems, then, that in marriage there is such a 
principle as the Lord officiating through his 
servants, in joining persons in this sacred 
and holy ordinance. There are a great many 
marriages that may answer the require-
ments of the civil law of different countries  
and nations, and there are some marriag-
es performed even in our Territory, but

the Lord has not directed them, neither has 
he directed his servants in their adminis-
tration. He has not particularly forbid-
den these marriages, he permits and suf-
fers them, but he has no particular hand 
in their performance. Do you wish me to 
explain this matter? I will. For instance, in 
the distant settlements of the Territory of-
tentimes a young man and woman desire 
to be married. They go and find a justice of 
the peace, or an Elder of the Church, as the 
case may be, and he officiates in the cere-
mony and marries them, somewhat similar 
to what people are married among the vari-
ous nations. Does God really accept of this 
marriage, or does he merely suffer it to be 
so, for the time being? Has he joined them 
together, or has the justice of the peace, by 
virtue of his civil office? “How is it?” Says 
one—“I suppose it must be a legal mar-
riage.” It is legal so far as the laws of the 
Territory are concerned. If a young man 
and woman in any part of this Territory 
wish to be married, there is nothing illegal 
in a justice of the peace performing the cer-
emony, he has a right to do it, according 
to the laws of the Territory. But is it legal 
in the sight of heaven? No, it is not. Why 
not? Because God has appointed a place 
in which this sacred ordinance should be 
administered, and he has appointed certain 
authority to officiate in its solemnization, 
and a certain form, when it is done in the 
place and by the authority he has ordained. 
It is then legal in the sight of heaven, then 
they are married or joined together, not 
for time alone, but the union is to exist 
throughout all the ages of eternity. This  
is the real order of marriage. This is  
one of the purposes for which God  
has commanded us to build a house, that
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