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UNCHANGEABLENESS OF THE GOSPEL—GOD HAS CHOSEN THE
WEAK THINGS OF THE WORLD TO CONFOUND THE WISE—
PROPHECIES RELATING TO THE LATTER-DAY WORK—JOSEPH
SMITH’S MINISTRY—ZION TO BE BUILT UP—BAPTISM FOR THE
DEAD—THE ORDER OF ENOCH—BABYLONISH FASHIONS
DISCOURSE BY ELDER WILFORD WOODRUFF, DELIVERED IN THE NEW TABERNACLE,

SALT LAKE CITY, AT THE SEMI-ANNUAL CONFERENCE, OCTOBER 8, 1873
Reported by David W. Evans

I am called upon to occupy a little time
this morning, and I realize that I and my
brethren are all dependent upon the Spirit
of God to guide, dictate and direct us in all
our public teachings, as well as in all other
acts we are called upon to perform in the
kingdom of God. The Apostle says there
is no prophecy of the Scripture which is of
any private interpretation, but holy men
of old spoke as they were moved upon by
the Holy Ghost. The Lord has told us in
some of the revelations which he has giv-
en in our day, that all of his messengers
or servants, his Elders who are sent forth
to teach, should speak as they are moved
upon by the Holy Ghost; and when they
follow this counsel, what they say, the Lord
says, is Scripture, it is the mind and will of
the Lord, it is the word of the Lord, and it
is the power of God unto salvation. “And
this is an ensample unto you, even all my
servants who go forth to declare the words
of life unto the inhabitants of the earth.”

Again, the Lord has said that it matters
not whether it be by my own voice out of the
heavens, whether it be by the administering of
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angels, or whether it be by the voice of
my servants, it is all the same, and their
words shall be fulfilled though the heav-
ens and the earth pass away. This is the
position which the Prophets, Apostles and
Patriarchs have occupied upon the earth in
every age and dispensation. They have had
to be governed by the Spirit of God; and
when men are sent with a message, and
they speak as they are moved upon by the
Holy Ghost, their words are the words of
the Lord, and they will be fulfilled.

We have had a good deal of teaching
during this Conference from the servants
of God, teachings given by the inspira-
tion of the Holy Ghost. We occupy a very
peculiar position on the earth, a position
differing in many respects from any other
dispensation of men. Paul says—“Though
we, or an angel from heaven, preach unto
you any other gospel than that which
we have preached, let him be accursed.”
All the teachings of the Patriarchs and
Prophets have shown us but one Gospel.
There is but one Gospel, there never
was but one and there never will be.
The Gospel revealed for the salvation of
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