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man is the same in every age of the

world. Adam, our first great progeni-

tor and father, after the fall, received

this Gospel, and he received the holy

Priesthood in all its power, and its

keys and ordinances. He sealed these

blessings upon his sons—Seth, Enos,

Jared, Cainan, Mahaleel, Enoch and

Methusaleh. All these men received this

high and holy Priesthood. They all pro-

fessed to give revelation. They all had

inspiration and left their record on the

earth; and not one of them but what

saw and prophesied about the great Zion

of God in the latter days. And when

we say this of them, we say it of every

Apostle and Prophet who ever lived upon

the earth. Their revelations and prophe-

cies all point to our day and that great

kingdom of God which was spoken of by

Daniel, that great Zion of God spoken of

by Isaiah and Jeremiah, and that great

gathering of the house of Israel spoken

of by Ezekiel and Malachi and many of

the ancient Patriarchs and Prophets.

When the Lord has attempted to per-

form a work on the earth there has been

one peculiarity with him, and that is,

the instruments which he has made use

of have occupied a peculiar position in

the world. He has generally chosen the

weak things of the world to confound

the wise, and things that were not to

bring to pass things which were. When

he wanted a man to deliver Israel, he

called Moses, who was in an ark of bul-

rushes among the crocodiles and alli-

gators of the river Nile, put there by

his mother, a Hebrew woman, because

Moses was her firstborn, and all the first-

born of the Hebrews had to be slain.

The daughter of Pharaoh, through the

providence of God, preserved Moses, and

by her he was given to his mother to

raise. When called to deliver Israel,

Moses told the Lord that he was a man

slow of speech. He did not feel qualified

to perform so great a work, yet the Lord

chose him, and he performed the work

the Lord assigned him.

So when the Lord wanted a king for

Israel and the lot fell upon the family

of Jesse. The Prophet went and called

for the sons of Jesse to pick out this

king. All the boys were brought before

him except David. He was the smallest

of the flock, and was out taking care of

the sheep. Jesse never thought of him

at all. He brought his other sons, who

had been trained in all the arts, sciences

and learning of the day, and when they

came in Samuel could not see the one he

wanted. He asked Jesse if he had not

any more sons. Yes, he had a boy taking

care of the sheep. "Let's see him," said

the Prophet; and when he came he was

anointed king.

Jesus himself was born in a stable

and cradled in a manger and traveled

in poverty all the way through his life.

When he chose his disciples he did not

take the great, learned, rich and noble of

that generation, but he chose fishermen,

the most illiterate men and, in one sense

of the word, we may say, almost the low-

est calling among men in that day. They

were the ones the Lord made use of to go

forth to preach his Gospel and to build

up his kingdom on the earth.

How is it in our day, in this great

and last dispensation? The Lord re-

quired an instrument who would take

hold and work with him. He required

someone to lay the foundation of this

great Church and kingdom who would

be willing to step forth and be led in the

channel that was according to the mind

and will of God; a man who could not

be swayed by the traditions and religions


