
learning of the Christian world for sev-
enteen centuries failed to do? Because he 
was moved upon by the power of God, he 
was instructed by those men who, when in 
the flesh, had preached the same Gospel 
themselves, and in doing this he fulfilled 
that which Father Adam, Enoch, Moses, 
Elias, Isaiah, Jeremiah and Jesus and his 
Apostles all prophesied about. Well might 
Paul say—“I am not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation unto every one that believes.” So 
may the Latter-day Saints say—“We are 
not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ.” I 
am not ashamed to say that Joseph Smith 
was a Prophet of God; I am not ashamed 
to bear record that he was called of God, 
and laid the foundation of this Church and 
kingdom on the earth, for this is true, and 
any man or woman who is inspired by the 
Holy Ghost can see and understand these 
things.

My brethren and sisters and friends, 
here is laid the foundation of the fulfill-
ment of that mighty flood of proph-
ecy delivered since the days of Father 
Adam down to the last Prophet who 
breathed the breath of life. There has 
been more prophecy fulfilled in the last 
forty-three years upon the face of the 
earth, than in two thousand years be-
fore. These mighty prophecies, as I said 
before, like a band of iron, governed 
and controlled Joseph Smith in his la-
bors while he lived on the earth. He 
lived until he received every key, or-
dinance and law ever given to any man 
on the earth, from Father Adam down, 
touching this dispensation. He received 
powers and keys from under the hands  
of Moses for gathering the house of 
Israel in the last days; he received under 
the hands of Elias the keys of sealing the 
hearts of the fathers to the children, and

the hearts of the children to the fathers; he 
received under the hands of Peter, James 
and John, the Apostleship, and everything 
belonging thereto; he received under the 
hands of Moroni all the keys and powers 
required of the stick of Joseph in the hands 
of Ephraim; he received under the hand of 
John the Baptist the Aaronic Priesthood, 
with all its keys and powers, and every oth-
er key and power belonging to this dispen-
sation, and I am not ashamed to say that 
he was a Prophet of God, and he laid the 
foundation of the greatest work and dis-
pensation that has ever been established on 
the earth.

Joseph Smith lived until he gave his 
testament to the world, and when he had 
sealed all these keys, powers and bless-
ings upon the head of Brigham Young 
and his brethren; when he had planted 
these keys on the earth so that they should 
be removed no more forever; when he 
had done this, and brought forth that re-
cord, that book of revelation, the proc-
lamation of which involved the destiny 
of this whole generation—Jew, Gentile, 
Zion and Babylon, all the nations of the 
earth, he sealed that testimony with his 
blood in Carthage jail, where his life 
and that of his brother Hyrum were 
taken by the hands of wicked and un-
godly men. Why was his life taken? 
Why were not John Taylor and Willard 
Richards, the only two of the Twelve 
at that time in Nauvoo and with him,  
also sacrificed? Why did Willard Richards, 
the largest man in the prison, stand in  
the midst of that shower of balls and  
escape without a hole in his robe or gar-
ment, or clothing? Because these things 
were all governed and controlled by the 
revelations of God and the word of the 
Lord. The Lord took whom he would take, 
and he preserved whom he would preserve,
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