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and he has done this all the way through.

Why has Brigham Young been pre-

served, when he has stood as much

chance to lay down his life in defense

of this cause, and run as many dangers

in one position and another as anybody

else? Because the Lord has had a hand

and a meaning in this, and he has pre-

served him for a certain purpose, and

other men have been preserved by the

same power. The whole of it has been

the work of God on the earth. The reve-

lations of God have surrounded Brigham

Young. The revelations of God in ancient

days affect him and the Apostles, and the

Elders of Israel, as much as they have af-

fected any people in any generation.

I will speak of another branch of this

subject. We have the kingdom organized,

the prophecies have been fulfilled, the

Church has been planted in the earth,

and now there are other portions of these

revelations which must be fulfilled. We

were settled in Jackson County, Clay

County, Caldwell County, in Kirtland

and finally in Nauvoo. We were driven

from one place to another until we set-

tled Nauvoo, and at last we were driven

from Nauvoo into the wilderness and to

this land, led here by President Brigham

Young, under the inspiration of Almighty

God. Some felt their faith tried that we

had to leave our lovely Nauvoo and go

into the wilderness. Bless your souls,

there would have been a flood of reve-

lation unfulfilled if these things had not

been so. Isaiah speaks of the founda-

tion of this great Zion, and writes the

whole of her history and travels up to

the present day, and from this time on

until the winding-up scene. If we had

not been driven from Nauvoo we would

never have come up the Platte River,

where, Isaiah says, he saw the Saints go-

ing by the river of water wherein went

no galley with oars; a great company

of women with child and her that tra-

vailed with child would never have come

here to the mountains of Israel if we had

not been driven from that land, and a

whole flood of prophecy would have re-

mained unfulfilled, with regard to our

making this desert blossom as the rose,

the waters coming forth out of the bar-

ren desert, our building the house of

God on the tops of the mountains, lift-

ing up a standard for these nations to

flee to; all this and much more would

have remained unfulfilled had we not

been guided and led by the strong arm of

Jehovah, whose words must be fulfilled

though the heavens and the earth pass

away.

Having been brought to Zion, an-

other subject presents itself to our

consideration—namely, the position

which President Young occupies in re-

gard to us today. He calls upon us to

build Temples, cities, towns and vil-

lages, and to do a great deal of tempo-

ral work. Strangers and the Christian

world marvel at the "Mormons" talk-

ing about temporal things. Bless your

souls, two-thirds of all the revelations

given in this world rest upon the accom-

plishment of this temporal work. We

have it to do, we can't build up Zion

sitting on a hemlock slab singing our-

selves away to everlasting bliss; we have

to cultivate the earth, to take the rocks

and elements out of the mountains and

rear Temples to the Most High God; and

this temporal work is demanded at our

hands by the God of heaven, as much

as he required Christ to die to redeem

the world, or as much as the Savior re-

quired Peter, James and John to go and

preach the Gospel to the nations of the

earth. This is the great dispensation in

which the Zion of God must be built up,


