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The position we profess to occupy as

a religious body, is a subject for profound

reflection. We testify to having received

a knowledge, through the revelations

of heaven, concerning the restoration

of the ancient Gospel and holy Priest-

hood, whereby we have been authorized

to preach by inspiration, and adminis-

ter to the world the principles of life

and salvation. All profess to have ex-

perienced some understanding or knowl-

edge of this wonderful work, through di-

vine blessing or peculiar manifestation.

In consequence of these divine intima-

tions which have followed the adminis-

tration of this restored Gospel, this vast

audience of over twelve thousand peo-

ple, are here assembled, having gath-

ered from many climes and nations. The

Latter-day Saints did not gather to these

valleys for the purpose of knowing this

Work to be of God, but in consequence

of having previously obtained this in-

spired knowledge through the adminis-

trations of the Gospel in their native

lands. And having come to a knowledge

of these important facts, it certainly be-

comes us to be devoted to the work in

which we are engaged, and do our best to

promote its interest. In building up the

kingdom of God, which is the work as-

signed us, our whole attention and high-

est efforts are demanded, that we may

be qualified, through the Holy Spirit, to

properly magnify our respective callings

in the holy Priesthood.

I wish this afternoon to confine my

observations to the subject of our tem-

poral interests and obligations. Before

we are prepared to return to Jackson

County, to build up the Center Stake of

Zion, I believe that a system or order of

things will be introduced for our practice,

requiring more faith and devotion than,

I fear, some of us possess at the present

moment. This will call forth a perfect

submission in respect to our temporal af-

fairs, equal to that in which we now yield

ourselves in spiritual matters. This prin-

ciple of devotion and obedience in tempo-

ral affairs, as being connected with the

plan of eternal life, is fully illustrated in

the conversation between the Savior and

the young man who applied for informa-

tion on the subject of salvation, recorded

in the New Testament. On being ques-

tioned by this young man what was re-

quired of him in order to inherit eternal

life, the Savior replied, "Thou shalt do


