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nances of the Priesthood, and have the

necessary sealings duly recorded, for

themselves and their ancestors, and be-

queath to their posterity the blessings

which are there sealed upon them for

ever. I exhort the brethren to consider

these things.

It is said that in judging the conduct

of others we should be merciful. This is

a kind of proverb or select sentence. But

it goes on further to say, that in criticis-

ing ourselves we should be exact and se-

vere. Now when we come to judge our

Tithing, and the interests we invest in

the Temples of the Lord, let us do it con-

scientiously, each one for himself or her-

self.

I spoke here, the other day, a little

in relation to the Word of Wisdom, and

I again appeal to my brethren and my

sisters to observe it, for I know that if

they neglect to do so, before they pass

behind the veil they will mourn, wail

and weep in their hearts, for it will have

a tendency to shorten their days, de-

crease their strength and lessen their

glory. To those brethren who indulge in

intoxicating drinks I say, Cease this folly.

Brethren, I appeal to you in the name

of humanity, in mercy to your wives and

children, in the name of my Father in

heaven and in the name of his Son, and

say, Waste not your strength and your

life with folly of this kind. Let intoxicat-

ing drinks alone, entirely alone.

We are looking forward to the day

when we shall return to Jackson County.

The time will come when the Latter-day

Saints will build, in Independence, Mo.,

a holy city. That will one day be the

Center Stake of Zion, the center spot

of the New Jerusalem which God is to

build on this land. We can only be pre-

pared for that work by being united.

Can we not unite a little in building a

Temple, in contributing a tenth of all

our substance to that work? Can we

not unite a little in erecting a factory,

in establishing a store? Can we not

learn, step by step, the principles of

unity, which will enable us to be the peo-

ple of God, like the Zion of Enoch, and

prepare us for a dwelling with the blest?

Let us consider these things, and sus-

tain with all our powers all the efforts

that are made to bring about a unity

among the Saints. Every step we take

of this kind is in the right direction. Sus-

tain our Cooperative stores, and cease to

sustain those who do not build up Zion.

The Elders of Israel have traversed the

earth and gathered you from distant na-

tions, and you have come here to serve

the Lord; but if you expend your ener-

gies and means in sustaining those who

would destroy the Saints, you are only

laying the foundation of your own degra-

dation, for as the Lord God lives, the

man who will not sustain Zion will be cut

off.

Remember these things, brethren

and sisters, and sustain the servant of

God and the institutions of heaven. Pray

for those who are in authority, sustain

the organizations that are established

for the welfare of Zion, and cease to sus-

tain her enemies. Circulate among the

people our publications. Let the sermons

of the Presidency and of the Apostles,

that are published in the Deseret News,

be read in every habitation. Circulate

the publications of the Church wherever

you can, and supply your families with

Bibles and Testaments. Sustain and

maintain Sabbath schools, and encour-

age all the children, and as many grown

people as may be necessary, to attend,

that these schools may prosper, and be

useful.

I thought, in the start, of a great

many subjects that I wished to talk

about. In the Sunday School Union,


