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which met last evening, eighteen thousand
children were represented, who were reg-
ular attendants at the Sabbath schools in
this Territory. This is not what it should
be. It is very extensive I will admit, but
at the same time there is a school popula-
tion in this Territory of about thirty-five
thousand. The State of Nevada has for
years received very large means in various
ways from the United States for sustaining
schools; but the whole population of that
State is probably not equal to the number
of school children in this Territory, and
yet they have had all the resources usually
given by the national government to States
to sustain schools. The State of Nebraska
was admitted into the Union when it had
but a small population, but it received the
same liberal school bequest, and it is re-
ported that the Governor stole the outfit,
and was impeached and dismissed from of-
fice for so doing. Whether they recovered
the money or not I do not know. At any
rate they disgraced him. The idea among
many of these public officers is that if they
can only steal skillfully enough not to be
caught and brought to justice, it is all right.
But the Governor of Nebraska was a little
clumsy, and consequently they impeached
him. There is said to be a great deal of
swindling among these public officers, and
in Nebraska it was the school fund that
was assailed.

We have never had in this Territory
national aid for schools to the amount of
a dollar, or from any other source than
our own pockets, and I am proud of the
achievements of the Territory with regard
to schools. We should not relax our efforts.
Our Sunday School Union should be able
to bring out more Sunday school scholars
than now attend.

I want to say to my brethren that
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our journeyings in the Holy Land had a
tendency to inform us with regard to many
things we did not understand, and we now
know much better than before our visit
how to establish missions in those coun-
tries, which will be done at a proper time
as the Lord opens the way. They are, how-
ever, fearfully tied up with ignorance, su-
perstition and oppressive laws, etc. But we
found more bigotry, narrow-mindedness
and disposition to proscribe each other
among those professing Christianity than
among any other class of people in the
Turkish Empire.

In Jerusalem there was an attempt
made by certain men of science to search
for the old foundations of the city. They
sank down some hundred and seventy feet,
and they found that the old foundation
was built among the mountains, and little
valleys running between them. Mount
Moriah, Mount Zion, Mount Calvary, the
Mount of Olives and others are all in the
neighborhood, and there were anciently
deep ravines between, and the city was
originally built with terraces, one street
rising above another. It is said that some
of the Christians feared that this investiga-
tion would result in proving that the holy
places, which are so much worshiped and
adored, were not the true holy places, so
they, I was told by some respectable Jews
who were anxious to have the investiga-
tion go on, exercised an influence with
the Turkish government to stop it, on the
ground that the excavation were likely to
undermine Jerusalem. At any rate the in-
vestigation was stopped. The Greek, Latin,
Coptic and Armenian sects were said to
have been principally interested in this
matter.

The American minister to the
Turkish empire assured me that he
had greater difficulty in promoting
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