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According to our usual custom we
have assembled on this, the first day of
the week, to partake of the Sacrament, as
a witness before God and angels, and as
a testimony one to another, that we are
determined to keep the commandments
of the Most High, and to obey his laws,
and the institutions and ordinances of his
kingdom. The order of things we are now
celebrating we have endeavored to observe
from the organization of this Church. It
has been our practice, when circumstances
would permit, to assemble every Sabbath
day for this purpose, and also to express
one to another our desires and to bear our
testimonies concerning the truth, and also
to preach when we felt the spirit to do so.

I feel, this afternoon, to investigate be-
fore this assembly some of the distinguish-
ing characteristics between this people and
the various religious denominations of
Christendom. I do not do this particularly
for the edification and benefit of the Saints;
but, as there are probably many now pres-
ent who never have had the opportunity
of learning the difference which exists
between the faith of the Latter-day Saints
and that of other religious denominations,
I presume that it would be interesting to
them to have some of these things spoken
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of on the present occasion. We differ in
our religious faith and notions in some
things which I consider to be of essential
importance to the salvation of the chil-
dren of men; in some points of our doc-
trine and faith we do not differ so much
with religious people generally as might be
supposed.

To begin, then, we believe in the exis-
tence of a Supreme Being, our heavenly
Father; we believe also in the existence of his
Son, Jesus Christ, as the Savior of the world,
and that he, through the shedding of his
blood, has opened a way by which the fallen
sons and daughters of the children of men
may be saved. I believe that almost every
Christian denomination has the same views
in regard to the atonement of Christ, and
that they, as well as we, believe in the Father,
Son and Holy Ghost. We also believe that
it is important and necessary that all man-
kind should repent of and forsake their sins,
and that they should forsake everything
that is contrary to the law of God, and that
is in violation of his institutions; every-
thing immoral and unholy that we have
been in the habit of practicing; that we
should repent of these things, not merely
in word, but absolutely repent of and put
them away. I believe that all denomina-
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