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cestors, ten or fifteen generations fur-

ther back, as worthy of salvation as they

were?" "Yes." "Then how are you going

to manage that?" That same God who

has ordained baptism for the dead, and

who has commanded the believers in this

generation to be baptized for them, will

in due time, when we have done all we

can in searching out our genealogies, re-

veal to us the chain so that we shall

find our fathers, no matter how many

generations, until we get back to the

time when the Priesthood and author-

ity were on the earth; and then, if they

have not attended to their duties, we

will have to go back still further, for the

Lord has determined that, in the dis-

pensation of the fullness of times, ev-

erything pertaining to former dispensa-

tions shall be perfected, whether it was

in a dispensation before the flood, in the

days of Enoch, Abraham, Moses, or the

Prophets, it matters not, if there is any-

thing that has been left undone pertain-

ing to the dead in any former dispen-

sation, it must all be fulfilled in that

great and last dispensation spoken of by

Paul, wherein all things in heaven and

on earth, that are in Christ Jesus, shall

be gathered in one. Everything must be

made perfect and prepared for the great

day of rest of a thousand years, during

which Jesus will reign on the earth with

all the resurrected Saints. If we would

have our fathers and our ancient ances-

try reign with us, we must do that for

them which the Lord has required, and

they and we shall be blessed; but if we

neglect it, the whole earth will be smit-

ten with a curse before the great day of

his coming.

Has the Lord, according to his

promise, sent the Prophet Elijah?

He has, you have the record of it,

you know where and to whom he

appeared, and the keys that were given

in relation to these matters. They are

on record, and the Lord has fulfilled his

promise, and now it is required of us to

fulfill the duties devolving upon us. I

feel very thankful that the Lord is mov-

ing upon our friends in the New England

States and in various parts of the East

to get up their genealogies. They do not

know why they are doing so, or why they

are so anxious to find out the ancient

generations who settled this continent.

We understand it; we know that God is

working with them, we know that many

of those early settlers who have gone

down to their graves, were just as pure

and upright as men could be. God is go-

ing to remember them, and hence, there

are now some four hundred records of

different families that have been gotten

up in the East, and they are still extend-

ing their researches, and hunting out all

the ancient pilgrim fathers, and their an-

cestry in the old countries. The geneal-

ogy of my forefathers has been sought

out by them for some eleven generations.

Have I been baptized for any of them?

Yes. Hasmy brother Parley's family been

baptized for any of them? Yes, we have

been baptized for something like three

thousand of our ancestors, and we have

been confirmed for them, and have done

for them that which they could not do for

themselves.

Well, this is a peculiarity wherein we

differ from the rest of the world. I do not

know but I am getting into too many pe-

culiarities. I think I have not time to fol-

low out this subject any further on the

present occasion. I would like to talk a

little about our marriage relations, but

we shall have to defer that to some other

time. Amen.


