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land, so that there was no light of the

sun, neither of the moon, nor stars; and

so great was the darkness during that

period, that the inhabitants who had not

fallen could feel it. The Lord had some

method by which he created or produced

that darkness by shading the earth from

the rays of the sun; but by and by he

said, "Let there be light," and light was

again restored.

Now these two states of being in

which our earth existed are called first,

the evening, and second, the morning—

and the evening and the morning were

the first day. Whether the day here

mentioned was a period such as the one

to which we now apply that term, we

are not informed in the Bible, but from

what has been revealed to the Latter-

day Saints we have great reason to be-

lieve that it was a very long period of

time, and that this darkness existed over

the face of the great deep for a long

time. It might have been for many cen-

turies, we have no definite information

on this point. We find that, after the

dry land appeared by the gathering to-

gether of the waters in one place, God

created a firmament, dividing the waters

from the waters—the waters that were

above the firmament from the waters

that were beneath. We do not exactly

understand the meaning of this. If we

had the process of creation unfolded to

us, we should probably find that many of

the materials of our globe once existed in

a dispersed or scattered form, in a state

of chaos, and that the Lord, in collect-

ing them together, brought them from a

distance in the solar system, and that

in so doing, he took his own time and

way, and wrought according to his own

laws, for, as far as we are acquainted,

the Lord works by law, and why not

create by law? I do not mean make

out of nothing. I hope that none of

my audience will suppose for a moment

that I believe in such an absurdity as

this. There is not a hint in all the

Bible that God created this or any other

world out of nothing. The work of cre-

ation was to take the materials that ex-

isted from all eternity, that never were

created or made out of nothing, to take

these self-existent materials and orga-

nize them into a world. This is called

creation. There is, however, a decla-

ration made by many religious people,

that "God created all things out of noth-

ing." They even teach it in their Sunday

schools; but they have never been able to

prove any such thing. It is one of those

ideas which have got into the minds of

people through the teachings of unin-

spired men. The ancients—those who

lived many centuries before Christ, did

not believe this doctrine; but since the

days of Christ, and since the days of the

great apostasy, they have got up the idea

that God made all things out of nothing,

and they have incorporated it into their

disciplines, catechisms, Sunday school-

books, and various works which they

have published. The Scriptures say—"In

the beginning God created the heavens

and the earth." The word "create" does

not mean make out of nothing. For in-

stance, when he says—"I created dark-

ness and I created light," what does he

do? Does he absolutely form light out

of nothing? No, he causes the light

that existed from all eternity to shine

where darkness existed, and it is light

creating light, the same as you, when

you attend meeting, lock up your house

and blow out the lights. When you re-

turn, supposing you say in your own

hearts, or to your wife, daughter, or son,

"Let there be light." Do you create it


