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out of nothing? No, you look for a match,

or for some means by which you can

start the light and cause it to be ex-

hibited, where darkness was before. So

when God creates light he calls forth and

makes to shine that light which has ex-

isted from all eternity. We read that God

is light. Was there ever a time that God

did not exist? No, and if he is light there

never was a time when light did not ex-

ist, one being as eternal as the other.

In order to prove that light did exist

long before this world was called forth

from the womb of the great waters, long

before God said, "Let there be light,"

so far as this earth was concerned, I

will refer you to some discoveries that

have been made by philosophers and as-

tronomers of the present day. They have

invented telescopes that are of such pen-

etrating power that they have discov-

ered systems of worlds at such an im-

mense distance in space, that they cal-

culate their light would take six hun-

dred thousand years to reach our sys-

tem. Very well then, how long must

it have been on the journey when the

Lord said—"Let there be light," so far

as this creation is concerned? I answer,

that light was traveling five hundred and

ninety-four thousand years before that

time; consequently light must have ex-

isted, at least, half a million years before

the Lord said—"Let there be light," so far

as this globe was concerned.

In gathering together the materials

that were scattered in space, the fir-

mament that I was speaking of seems

to have been one of the parts of cre-

ation, necessary in the grand process

of collecting and condensing the con-

stituents of our globe; and in doing this

I do not know but what some portions

of the atmospheric materials collected

together helped to form some other

worlds. At any rate the firmanent was

placed in such a manner as to divide the

waters beneath it from those which were

above it. According to the theory which

is accepted by some as being true, the

planets of our system are supposed to

have been originally formed by a rota-

tion on its axis of a nebulous fluid, that

was expanded far beyond the bounds of

our present solar system; that by rota-

tion and condensation nebulous masses

were thrown off or detached from the

great parent body, and that the orbits

assumed by the parent mass and its de-

tached masses, are the necessary results

of their respective directions and veloc-

ities at the instant of detachment, com-

bined with the laws of gravitation, and

the relative positions of their respective

centers of gravity. That in like man-

ner, a still further operation of similar

laws finally formed secondary planets or

moons. This nebulous fluid, extending

for millions of miles, might indeed be

called a firmament, containing the con-

stituents of water, both above and be-

neath, as recorded in Genesis.

But what I wish to more fully explain,

on this occasion, is the length of the

days of creation—the days mentioned in

which God performed certain portions of

his work. It is said, that in six days he

formed this world of ours, and that on

the fourth day he formed the sun and

the moon and the stars. What I under-

stand by the formation of these celes-

tial luminaries, is that he then caused

them to shed forth their light. I can-

not suppose that it would take the Lord

six days to form such a little speck of

a world as ours, and then for him on

the fourth day to form a globe fourteen

hundred thousand times larger than


