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the earth. This does not look consis-

tent to me. If it took six days to form a

small world like ours, we might certainly

suppose that it would require more than

one day to form the sun, which contains

a quantity of matter sufficient to make

some three hundred and fifty-four thou-

sand worlds like this, and whose actual

size or magnitude is fourteen hundred

thousand times larger than our globe;

consequently I understand by the for-

mation of the sun and of the moon and

stars, and setting them in the firmament

of the heavens, that he merely suffered

their light to shine on the fourth day,

to regulate the evenings and mornings

that were produced prior to that time,

probably by some other cause. The Lord

wanted, by these luminaries, to divide

the day from the night, and he set them

for times and for seasons in the firma-

ment of the heavens.

These six days in which the Lord per-

formed this work, I do not believe, were

each limited to twenty-four hours, as are

the periods which we now call day; in-

deed, when we come to new revelation,

we find some light on this subject. In

the Book of Abraham, as well as in the

inspired translation of the Scriptures,

given through Joseph Smith, the Lord

says, in speaking of the work of creating

this earth, that he was governed by ce-

lestial time. According to this new rev-

elation, there is a certain great world,

called Kolob, placed near one of the ce-

lestial kingdoms, whose diurnal rotation

takes place once in a thousand of our

years; and that celestial time was mea-

sured by those celestial beings, by the

rotations of Kolob, hence one day with

the Lord was a thousand of our years.

If this was the case, the six days of the

creation of our earth, the six days during

which it was being prepared as a habita-

tion for man, must have been six thou-

sand of our years. When the Lord spoke

to Adam, after having placed him in the

Garden of Eden, concerning the forbid-

den fruit, saying—"In the day that thou

eatest thereof thou shalt surely die!" we

cannot suppose that the day there re-

ferred to meant a day of twenty-four

hours. It could not have meant that, for

history informs us that Adam lived al-

most one thousand years from the time

of the Fall; but before the day of a thou-

sand years had wholly passed away his

death did take place.

The book of Abraham, translated by

the Prophet Joseph Smith, also contains

an account of the creation and the fall

of man; but the word translated "day"

in Genesis is translated in the Book

of Abraham "time"—"in the time that

thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely

die." In the next sentence the same book

says, speaking of time—"The reckoning

of time was not yet given to man," that

is, the Lord had reckoned previous to

that period by the diurnal rotations of

Kolob, and that, without doubt, was the

day referred to in which our first parents

should die, if they ate of the forbidden

fruit.

We will now come to the seventh pe-

riod of creation—the seventh thousand

years; that is called in Scripture a day

of rest, that is supposing that what were

called days in the beginning were a thou-

sand years. The Lord rested from his

labors the seventh day. What particu-

lar period of time within that day Adam

fell I do not know; but one thing is cer-

tain, that in the morning of the seventh

day the Garden of Eden was planted

and he was placed therein, and dur-

ing that morning a great many things

transpired pertaining to this temporal


