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the twinkling of an eye. As Paul said to

the Corinthians—"We shall not all sleep,

but we shall be changed in the twinkling

of an eye." At what time? When the last

trump shall sound, after the thousand

years are ended, they shall be changed

and caught up. Where are they taken to?

Up into the celestial heavens, to those in-

visible creations that are in space, which

have passed through their ordeals, and

been sanctified, glorified and made ce-

lestial. What will they be caught up

for? That they may not pass away, when

the earth passes away. What becomes of

the wicked, those who were consumed to

ashes, who lived before the Millennium?

They are called forth by the sound of

the last trump, and caught up also to be

judged; and they who are filthy will be

filthy still, and they who are unholy will

remain unholy still, they who are happy

will be happy still; both small and great

in that day, will stand before God, and

be judged out of the things written in the

books, every man according to his works.

We might say considerable in rela-

tion to these books, as they are revealed

in the Book of Mormon and elsewhere,

but we will pass along. By and by it

will be needful to have a new earth.

Now how does the Lord make this new

earth? He makes it out of the mate-

rials of the old one. This very earth

on which we dwell, whose elements are

to be melted and sanctified with fer-

vent heat, in order that the Saints may

reign upon it for a thousand years; this

very earth that will pass away and no

place be found for it as an organized

earth, will be resurrected, the elements

thereof will be brought together again,

as they were in the beginning, and they

will be sanctified and purified, and made

holy and celestial, and become like a

sea of glass, and then, after all things

are made new, and old things have

passed away, the two Jerusalems will

come down from God out of heaven, and

will rest upon the new earth, the new

Jerusalem standing upon this continent,

and the old Jerusalem brought again to

where it formerly stood. Then God him-

self will be with them, and he will wipe

away all tears from their eyes, and there

will be no more sorrow, nor mourning,

neither any more death, for the former

things will have passed away, and all

things will have become new. This land

or hemisphere will be the abiding place

of the New Jerusalem forever and ever.

Now, do you not see that there is

a similarity in regard to God's dealings

with the earth and with the inhabitants

who dwell upon its face? The earth has

to undergo a change as well as our bod-

ies. As our bodies may be burned at

the stake and the ashes blown to the

four winds of heaven, so will the earth

be burned and pass away; and in the

same manner as our bodies are renewed

out of the elements which once entered

into their composition, or at least a suf-

ficient quantity thereof to make a new

body, so will the earth have to be re-

newed again and resurrected, redeemed

and made immortal from the elements of

which it was formerly composed, so that

those immortal beings who are brought

forth from the grave will have an im-

mortal earth to dwell upon. There is a

type of this thing also in regard to our

first parents. When this earth issued

from the hands of the Almighty it was in-

tended for an eternal duration; in other

words, it was an immortal earth or cre-

ation, all things being pronounced very

good. But man brought a curse upon the

earth, he brought death into the world,

he brought a curse upon the waters and


