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upon all the materials of our globe, and

hence, as man has to be sanctified and to

pass through the several ordeals neces-

sary for that purpose, so does the earth;

and when man has got through with

these ordeals and becomes immortal, so

will his abiding place become immortal,

and he will inherit it forever and ever.

Our first parents were not mortal when

they were placed on this earth, but they

were as immortal as those who are res-

urrected in the presence of God. Death

came into the world by their transgres-

sion, they produced mortality; hence this

will be a complete restoration, of which I

am speaking.

We are living, Latter-day Saints, near

the close of the sixth thousand years

from the fall of man; how near I do not

know, and there is a great change about

to take place. Inquires one—"Is there

not some way by which we can fix the

time, and arrive at a certainty in regard

to the age of our globe since the fall of

man?" I do not know of any way except

by new revelation, for chronology is so

imperfect that many hundreds who have

spent their lives and fortunes in study-

ing it, differ from each other in their con-

clusions. One has one date for the age

of the world, and another has another.

Let me give to you a few specimens.

We will take one of the oldest eras—

the Alexandrian—computed by Julius

Africanus. In this Alexandrian era,

the time from the creation to the birth

of Christ is set down at 5,500 years;

in the Antioch era, computed by Pan-

nerus, it is set down at 5,493 years;

in the Constantinople, or Greek era, it

is set down at 5,509 years; you take

Scaliger, another great chronologist, and

he, by a comparison of the text of vari-

ous ancient manuscripts, makes the age

of the world, from the creation to the

coming of Christ, 3,950 years. Then

you take another celebrated man, Father

Pezron, and he makes it 5,873 years from

the creation to Christ. Then you take

the one who has given the chronology

to the Bible, Archbishop Usher, and he

makes it 4,004, years from the creation

to Christ. Another chronologist, Jose-

phus, makes it 4,163 years; and you take

some other Jewish chronologists, and

they make it as high as 6,524 years from

the creation to Christ. How are you go-

ing to judge? Youmay take over two hun-

dred other chronologists, whose names

are given, and they all have their spe-

cial dates; consequently, you see, we are

utterly at a loss, and without new rev-

elation, we are no more sure that Arch-

bishop Usher's chronology, contained in

King James' Bible, is correct, than we

have to suppose that that many of those

others are correct. What shall we do,

then? The best thing for us to do is to de-

pend upon what God reveals. If he gives

us any knowledge regarding chronology,

depend upon it; and he has given us a

great deal of information with regard to

the signs of the times. If he has not

given us the age of the world, he has

given us that whereby we may know

that we live in the generation in which

the times of the Gentiles will be ful-

filled. He informed us, in the rise of this

Church, that that generation should not

pass away until the times of the Gentiles

should be fulfilled. And then we have

other revelations, showing that when

their times are fulfilled there is a speedy

and short work to be accomplished in

the gathering of the house of Israel from

the four quarters of the earth. They

are to be brought out of all nations, kin-

dreds, tongues, and people with a mighty

hand and outstretched arm. We are

told that God will then perform won-


