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separated, and they can die no more.

This seems to make it plain that their

spirits unite with their bodies never to

be separated again, and return to dust,

as in the first death, and thus becom-

ing spiritual and immortal, "they can no

more see corruption."

We will now turn to what the Prophet

Alma said to his son Corianton, not only

concerning the resurrection, but also

concerning the condition or state of the

spirit of man, between the time of death

and the resurrection. This is on page 318

of the Book of Mormon.

"And now I would inquire what be-

cometh of the souls of men from this

time of death to the time appointed for

the resurrection? Now whether there is

more than one time appointed for men

to rise it mattereth not; for all do not

die at once, and this mattereth not; all

is as one day with God, and time only

is measured unto men. Therefore, there

is a time appointed unto men that they

shall rise from the dead; and there is a

space of time between the time of death

and the resurrection. And now concern-

ing this space of time, what becometh

of the souls of men, is the thing which

I have inquired diligently of the Lord to

know; and this is the thing of which I do

know. And when the time cometh when

all shall rise, then shall they know that

God knoweth all times which are ap-

pointed unto man. Now, concerning the

state of the soul between death and the

resurrection—Behold, it has been made

known unto me, by an angel, that the

spirits of all men, as soon as they are

departed from this mortal body, yea, the

spirits of all men, whether they be good

or evil, are taken home to that God who

gave them life. And then shall it come

to pass, that the spirits of those who are

righteous are received into a state of

happiness, which is called paradise, a

state of rest, a state of peace, where they

shall rest from all their troubles and

from all care, and sorrow.

"And then shall it come to pass, that

the spirits of the wicked, yea, who are

evil—for behold, they have no part nor

portion of the Spirit of the Lord; for be-

hold, they chose evil works rather than

good; therefore the spirit of the devil did

enter into them, and take possession of

their house—and these shall be cast out

into outer darkness; there shall be weep-

ing, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth,

and this because of their own iniquity,

being led captive by the will of the devil.

Now this is the state of the souls of the

wicked, yea, in darkness, and in a state

of awful, fearful looking for the fiery in-

dignation of the wrath of God upon them;

thus they remain in this state, as well as

the righteous in paradise, until the time

of their resurrection."

There is an idea prevalent, I do not

know how prevalent, among the Saints,

that we do not go directly home to God,

when our spirits leave these bodies, but

that there is a kind of intermediate state

where we have to go through further

preparations; but if I can understand the

language contained in this declaration of

Alma, it seems that the spirits of all men,

whether wicked or righteous, as soon as

they leave this mortal body, "go home

to that God who gave them life," that

is, they return to the place and position

that they occupied while they were in the

eternal worlds. It is called "home," be-

cause they once had their abiding place

there, and they have been absent from

home, while here in the body; but as

soon as they are separated from the body,

they all return to that ancient home,


