
the body? I think not. Why not? Because 
the redemption must restore everything to 
its natural order. If they were of the size 
and stature of manhood or womanhood 
before they entered into the tabernacle 
would the redemption be complete, when 
they came out of that tabernacle, unless 
they were restored to their former dimen-
sions? I think not; there would not be a 
full restoration, and consequently, there 
would seem to be an imperfection in the 
plan. There are some of our brethren and 
sisters, perhaps, who are very anxious to 
see their little children after they depart 
this life. The Lord sometimes gives them 
a vision of their departed little ones, not 
of their spirits, but as they will appear in 
the morning of the resurrection, in order 
that they may know and recognize them. 
But supposing that he should show them 
the spirits of their little children as they 
are after leaving their infant tabernacles, 
would they be satisfied? I think not. Why? 
Because I think they would not recognize 
them, for I am of the opinion that the spir-
its of children who die here regain their 
former dimensions of manhood or wom-
anhood, and hence if you were to see them 
you would perhaps be disappointed. But 
by and by the resurrection will come, then 
these full grown spirits, who have died in 
infancy here, will again enter into the in-
fant tabernacle, and they will come forth as 
infants, as they were at the time they laid 
down their bodies; then their parents will 
have no difficulty in recognizing them.

There is quite an anxiety at the pres-
ent time, about one thing, connected with 
the resurrection, and that is, will those 
spirits, whose bodies died here in infancy, 
when reunited with their infant bodies, re-

main of that stature through all the ages of 
eternity? There is a sermon of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, reported by longhand re-
porters, in which it is stated that resur-
rected infants will forever remain infants. 
But I doubt very much in my own mind 
if those who reported that sermon got the 
full idea on this subject; and if they did, 
I very much doubt whether the Prophet 
Joseph, at the time he preached that ser-
mon, had been fully instructed by rev-
elation on that point, for the Lord has 
revealed a great many things to Prophets 
and revelators, and among them to Joseph 
Smith, the fullness of which is not at first 
given. For instance, in baptism for the 
dead, in Joseph’s day women were bap-
tized for men, and men for women as well 
as for men. The Lord had at first revealed 
a few things to him, showing that baptism 
for the dead was a true principle, without 
giving him all the particulars at once. But 
he continued to enquire of the Lord, and 
he received more and more in regard to 
this principle. So in regard to the resur-
rection, there may have been many things 
revealed to him that were true, and others 
upon which, without having revelation, 
he would draw his own conclusions, until 
it should please the Lord to give further 
revelation. There is no revelation given 
that gives us a full knowledge upon that 
point—but I will give you my reasons, 
merely as reasons, to show that they who 
die here in infancy will grow up to the 
full stature of manhood or womanhood, 
after the resurrection. I do not say that 
it is so, but my reasons for believing that 
they do are these: How could they be re-
stored completely to all that perfection of 
manhood and have a perfect tabernacle, 
adapted to the dimensions of the spirit

REVELATION, ETC. 335

JOD Vol 16-LIVE.indd   335JOD Vol 16-LIVE.indd   335 5/16/20   8:47 PM5/16/20   8:47 PM


