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"Say unto them, Thus saith the Lord

God; Behold, I will take the stick of

Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim,

and the tribes of Israel his fellows, and

will put them with him, even with the

stick of Judah, and make them one stick,

and they shall be one in mine hand.

"And the sticks whereon thou writest

shall be in thine hand before their eyes.

"And say unto them, Thus saith the

Lord God; Behold, I will take the chil-

dren of Israel from among the heathen,

whither they be gone, and will gather

them on every side, and bring them into

their own land:

"And I will make them one nation in

the land upon the mountains of Israel;

and one king shall be king to them all:

and they shall be no more two nations,

neither shall they be divided into two

kingdoms any more at all."

I have read these two prophecies;

one, recorded in the Book of Mormon,

delivered by Joseph in Egypt, written

upon brass plates and brought by the

descendants of Joseph from the city of

Jerusalem, about six hundred years be-

fore Christ, with their colony that came

from Palestine and were located on the

western coast of South America, hav-

ing crossed the mighty waters under

the direction of the Almighty; the other,

and corresponding prophecy, was writ-

ten by Ezekiel the Prophet, a short

time after this colony left the city of

Jerusalem. Ezekiel informs us in this

chapter, that prior to the great resti-

tution of the House of Israel, never to

be scattered or divided into two nations

again, the Lord would bring forth the

stick of Joseph, written upon for the

tribe of Joseph, and the other, writ-

ten upon for Judah, and cause them

to grow together in His hand, and

when this great event should take place,

it should be the period when he would

take Israel from among the heathen,

whither they be gone, and gather them

on every side, and bring them into their

own lands, and when he had accom-

plished this work, he would make them

one nation upon the mountains of Israel,

and they should no more become two na-

tions, neither should they, from that time

forward, be two kingdoms any more at

all.

It is very evident to every person who

believes in the Scriptures of truth that,

so far as the gathering of Israel and their

becoming one nation in their own land

are concerned, this prophecy has never

yet been fulfilled, it is therefore among

those great events which the Lord has

decreed and determined to bring to pass

in a period of time yet in the future;

and he has pointed out, in this chapter

of Ezekiel, the manner and method in

which he will commence the great work

of the restitution of Israel. A great deal

has been done by the religious world, so

far as dollars and cents, and the forma-

tion of societies are concerned, for the

amelioration of the condition of the scat-

tered Jews. But what are the results of

all the labors of the various Christian

sects in this direction? Have they suc-

ceeded in gathering the Jews from the

nations of the earth? Not at all. A very

few Jews at the present time are resi-

dents of Palestine, and they are not con-

verted to the truth. They believe in the

religion of their ancient fathers, and all

of them who dwell there are very poor,

many of them are what may be termed

beggars, being sustained principally by

the charity of travelers and other visi-

tors to that land, and by donations from

charitable Christians and Jews abroad.

But all the Jews dwelling in Palestine


