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are but a very small handful, compared
with the immense numbers of their breth-
ren who are scattered to the four winds of
heaven. Then, besides the Jews thus scat-
tered, there are the ten tribes, who are
not called Jews, who were led away out
of the land of Palestine about seven hun-
dred and twenty years before Christ, and
who have never dwelt in that land since.
They were taken captive by the king of
Assyria and taken to his dominions, and
never since the day of their captivity, now
almost twenty-six centuries, have they or
their descendants had a residence in the
Promised Land.

Prior to their captivity the House of
Israel were divided into two kingdoms;
one, called the Ten Tribes, who had
their capital city in Samaria, north of
Jerusalem. Numerous kings reigned over
them, from the days of Rehoboam, son
of Solomon, until the time of their cap-
tivity. They were a separate and distinct
nation from the Jewish nation, which
consisted of the tribes of Judah and Levi,
a very few of the remnants of Joseph,
and a portion of the tribe of Benjamin,
who were not taken away with the ten
tribes. About a hundred and thirty years
after the ten tribes were taken from
Palestine, the Jewish nation were taken
into captivity by Nebuchadnezzar, King
of Babylon, and they dwelt in Babylon
seventy years, after which they returned
to Palestine, rebuilt their capital city
and its walls, and reestablished their
Temple, and continued to dwell in the
land of their fathers until the coming
of Christ, and for about seventy years
after his coming; and then, in fulfill-
ment of a certain prophecy, the Jewish
nation were scattered by the Roman army
under Titus. About eleven hundred thou-
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sand Jews perished by the sword, and, ac-
cording to history, about ninety-seven
thousand were dispersed among the
nations.

This great calamity happened to the
Jewish nation in fulfillment of many
prophecies, among which I will quote one
by our Savior, recorded in the 21st chap-
ter of Luke. Says our Savior—“For there
shall be great distress in the land, and wrath
upon this people. And they shall fall by the
edge of the sword, and they shall be led
away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until
the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.” That
portion of this prophecy, concerning the
Jews perishing by the edge of the sword,
and their being scattered among all nations,
and Jerusalem being trodden down under
the feet of the Gentiles, has had a literal
fulfillment; but there is one saying of our
Savior that has not yet been fulfilled—
“Jerusalem shall be trodden down by the
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are
fulfilled.” That the times of the Gentiles
are not yet fulfilled is proven by the fact
that Jerusalem is still in possession of the
Gentiles, and under their control. When
the time shall have arrived for the fulfill-
ment of the prophecy recorded by Ezekiel
the Prophet, when the Jews and the ten
tribes shall return and they shall no more
be divided into two kingdoms, Jerusalem
will be redeemed from the hands of the
Gentiles, and it will be again inhabited by
the Jews as a nation; not by a poor miser-
able remnant, dependent upon the charity
of foreign nations for subsistence, but hun-
dreds of thousands of the twelve tribes will
return to Palestine, and their capital city
will be Jerusalem, not Samaria.

This fulfillment of the times of
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