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blind, unstopping deaf ears, and the

lame leaping like a hart? Where were

all those ancient gifts, such as speaking

with tongues, interpretation of tongues,

beholding angels, discerning spirits and

the things of God as did the church of

Christ in the first century? Nowhere to

be found; but instead of this we find the

people called Christians, spreading and

increasing in the second, third, fourth

and fifth centuries, but destitute of the

spirit, power and gifts which character-

ized the ancient church, so much so that

they even denied that there could be any

more revelation, and instead of there be-

ing Prophets to give revelation day by

day, week by week and year after year

from one generation to another, they

were obliged, at the Council of Carthage,

held at the close of the fourth century of

the Christian era, to gather up such frag-

ments of the ancient revelations as they

could find, here and there, scattered in

manuscript among the various nations,

sit in judgment upon them, without any

spirit of revelation to designate to them

whether they were true or false; and

they compiled them together, and pro-

nounced the canon of Scripture full.

Now, if they had had the ancient

Christian church, there would have been

revelations during all of the second cen-

tury as well as the first, and there would

have been revelations in the third cen-

tury, and in the fourth century, and in

all the subsequent centuries down to

the present period of time, and there

would have been no such doctrine pro-

mulgated among the children of men

as the canon of Scripture being full.

It is one of the most false doctrines

ever advanced among the children of

men. God never yet had a people

on the face of the earth in any age

of the world from the creation down

through all the dispensations, without

having inspired men among them, who

could call upon God and receive reve-

lations, and their revelations were just

as sacred as those which had preceded

them, and that had been bound into

volumes; hence the canon of Scripture

would have been enlarged every century

down to the present time had the Church

of God continued on the earth. But like

the ancient Jews, the Christians of the

second and following centuries had apo-

statized, and were entirely destitute of

the Spirit of God. The Jews had apos-

tatized before Jesus came among them

to that degree, that there were sects

and parties among them, just as we find

in the Christian world since; and these

Jewish sects were destitute of the spirit

of prophecy which their ancient fathers

had; they were destitute of the ministra-

tion of angels, and scarcely one feature

existed which was among their fathers

in the days of their righteousness. It was

because of this that the Jews were bro-

ken off, and the Gentiles were grafted in,

and were made partakers of the riches,

blessings and glories formerly enjoyed by

the ancient Jews.

"Well," says one, "am I to understand

from your remarks that there has been

no real Christian Church on the earth,

for a great many centuries that are

passed?" These are my views, and these

are the views of the Latter-day Saints—

we believe that, so far as the eastern

hemisphere is concerned, there has been

no true Christian Church for some sev-

enteen centuries past. I say the east-

ern hemisphere, for we believe that there

was a true Christian Church on this con-

tinent, which continued for nearly four

centuries after Christ; but so far as the

eastern hemisphere is concerned, it ex-


