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he was called of God as was Aaron, and

this would introduce new revelation, and

hence, when it ceased, the real author-

ity ceased, and the Pope had no more

authority than a heathen priest, neither

could he confer authority upon a second

man, neither could the church itself give

authority without new revelation from

God. The Bible could not give this au-

thority, for there is not a word said in all

the Old or New Testament that such and

such a man, by such a name and at such

a period in the future, should occupy the

chair of St. Peter; hence, without new

revelation, the selection of the successive

Popes would be mere guess work.

How is it with the Protestants? Let

us come down to the Waldenses, to

Luther, Calvin, Henry the Eighth, and

those who dissented from the Catholic

Church; have they authority? Let us in-

quire a little into their belief and views.

Did those I have named believe there

was any later revelation than that which

was given on the Isle of Patmos? No,

in this respect the Protestants followed

after the same heresy as the mother

church; she had taught for many gener-

ations that the canon of Scripture was

full, and those who dissented and came

out from her declared the same thing,

and the people believed it, and finally

the Church of England incorporated it

into their thirty-nine articles of faith,

and no person, according to their creed,

was to receive anything as a part of

his religious faith, except that which

was contained in the books they called

the canon of Scripture, which they said

was full and complete. They never

have found, in any revelation which God

has given, that no more revelation or

Scripture was to be given so long as

there was a Christian Church on the

face of the earth. These Protestants,

then, were excommunicated from the

mother church, were they not? I have

heard some say, when asked about their

authority to baptize and preach, and to

administer the Lord's Supper, "We do it

by the authority of our priesthood and

of the office we hold." "Who gave you

that office and authority?" "Such a man."

"Where did he get it?" "He got it from

another, who preceded him." "And, pray,

how far back can you trace your priest-

hood?" —We can run it back to Martin

Luther, John Calvin, Henry the Eighth,

or some of those reformers who came

out from the Roman Catholic Church,"

"Where did the first ones whom you

call reformers get their priesthood from,

inasmuch as they denied new revelation,

and were not called of God as Aaron

was?" "Oh, they got it from the mother

church, the Roman Catholic Church."

"But what do you Protestants say about

the Roman Catholic Church?" "Why, we

say that she is that great and abom-

inable power that is called the mother of

harlots and Mystery Babylon the Great,

that she is one of the most corrupt pow-

ers on the face of the earth, hence the

Protestants, who could not endure all

this corruption, came out from her." "And

yet you get your priesthood from this

source." Do you not see, at once, the

dilemma into which they fall, when they

attempt to run their priesthood back?

In one of the homilies of the Church

of England, it is stated that for eight

centuries the whole Christian world,

every man, woman and child therein,

were in the depths of idolatry, so that

there was no individual, during that long

period, who had any authority what-

ever. But supposing that you grant that


