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the Roman Catholic Church, which the

Protestants denounced as so corrupt,

had power to hand down authority,

and that, by the authority which they

held they ordained Martin Luther, John

Calvin and others of those early reform-

ers, they had power to take their priest-

hood from them, had they not? Certainly,

if they could bestow authority they could

take it away again. Did they do that?

Yes. Read the declarations of the Roman

Catholic Church respecting these Protes-

tant leaders, and see if they did not cut

them off from everything that was ever

conferred upon them in that church, ev-

ery office, every authority and all power,

and then denounced them to the very

lowest abyss of hell; consequently, if you

should even pretend that authority could

be transferred to the Protestants, it was

taken from them. Says one, "Do you

mean to unchristianize not only the Ro-

man Catholic and Greek Churches, but

also all those Protestant denominations

who have sprung from them?" Certainly

I do, and it is in fulfillment of that which

was spoken of by Paul in the 11th chap-

ter of Romans, where he declares that if

they do not continue in the goodness of

God, they also shall be cut off, that is,

cut off from all those blessed privileges

and spiritual gifts which characterized

the Church of Christ whilst it was on the

earth.

This being the condition of things no

wonder that God has left on record, in

this good old book, that in the latter

days he would again restore the king-

dom to the earth; as there has been no

Christian Church, with divine author-

ity, in the four quarters of the globe for

many centuries past, it is no wonder

that the ancient Prophets saw a period

of time when God would restore to the

earth the true Church. Hence, we find,

in the 14th chapter of the revelations of

St. John, that among the things which

he saw, which were to transpire in the

future, was the restoration of the ever-

lasting Gospel to earth by an angel flying

through the midst of heaven. It seems

then, that, at the eleventh hour, the last

period of time, God would again visit

the inhabitants of the earth by sending

a messenger from the courts above with

glad tidings of great joy, not for a few peo-

ple dwelling in some particular corner of

the earth, but for all people—every na-

tion, kindred and tongue upon the four

quarters of our globe. Go and ask any

of these fallen churches—go to the old-

est among them, the Roman Catholic, or

the Greek church, and ask them if God

has sent another angel with the everlast-

ing Gospel to be preached to all nations,

and has committed it to them, and they

will tell you no, they do not believe it

is ever to be sent in that manner, but

that it has continued on the earth from

the time it was introduced by the Sav-

ior, and consequently there is no need of

any such restitution, there is no need of

any angel coming to restore it, for they

have it already. They will tell you that

they have the good word of God, which

already contains the everlasting Gospel;

but if they have the word of God, I think

I have proved to my hearers this after-

noon, that they have not the authority

to administer it, and that makes all the

difference. They may have the word, but

the Bible itself says that the letter kil-

leth. The word is not calculated to save

unless we can obey it. Can I be baptized

if there is no man on the earth autho-

rized to baptize me? No. He that is not

born of the water and of the spirit can in

no wise enter into the kingdom of God.


