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I have had a note forwarded to me

since I came here, by a party who is a

stranger to me, requesting that I would

speak on our leading doctrines. There

are so many great principles developed

in the eternal truths of God that we

believe in, that it is a somewhat diffi-

cult task to attempt, in so short a time,

any adequate exposition thereof, and if

I touch upon any of these principles, it

must be very lightly. The request re-

minds me of an anecdote which I read a

short time ago. A lady met with a gentle-

man who had traveled very extensively

over the world. He was a statesman, a

philosopher, and quite a celebrity. He

and the lady were going to take dinner

together, and some ten or fifteen minutes

before dinner was served, the lady said

to him—"Mr.—, I am very happy to have

the privilege of seeing and speaking with

you, and now while they are preparing

dinner, we shall have ten or fifteen min-

utes, will you please tell me all you know

and 'have seen in your travels?'"

In regard to our religion, I will

say that it embraces every princi-

ple of truth and intelligence pertain-

ing to us as moral, intellectual, mor-

tal and immortal beings, pertaining to

this world and the world that is to come.

We are open to truth of every kind, no

matter whence it comes, where it origi-

nates, or who believes in it. Truth, when

preceded by the little word "all," com-

prises everything that has ever existed

or that ever will exist and be known by

and among men in time and through the

endless ages of eternity; and it is the

duty of all intelligent beings who are re-

sponsible and amenable to God for their

acts, to search after truth, and to per-

mit it to influence them and their acts

and general course in life, independent

of all bias or preconceived notions, how-

ever specious and plausible they may be.

We, as Latter-day Saints, believe,

first, in the Gospel, and that is a great

deal to say, for the Gospel embraces prin-

ciples that dive deeper, spread wider,

and extend further than anything else

that we can conceive. The Gospel

teaches us in regard to the being and

attributes of God; it also teaches us

our relationship to that God and the

various responsibilities we are under

to him as his offspring; it teaches

us the various duties and responsibil-

ities that we are under to our fami-

lies and friends, to the community, to


