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and theories? Certainly not. Who did;
where did they come from? Why, men,
in various ages, many of them very good
men, have tried to stop the flood of evil,
false doctrine, error and crime, and in do-
ing so, unaided by inspiration, they have
made very great blunders. When the pope,
through the instrumentality of Loyola, was
selling indulgences in a shameful and dis-
graceful manner, Martin Luther and other
reformers rose up and denounced it as an
evil, and they were right in that, for it was
an evil, and a crime and an outrage upon
society, for it was bartering that for money
which God never intended or authorized.
Inquires one—“Did not Jesus give to his
disciples ‘the keys of the kingdom of heav-
en,” and say that “Whose soever sins they
remit should be remitted; and whose so-
ever sins they retain should be retained?””
“Yes.” “Then why did not others have that
power?” They did, if they obtained it legiti-
mately; but not in that kind of a way. Peter
never possessed power to sell forgiveness
of sins. In the days of the Apostles there
was a certain man who saw the power of
God made manifest through their admin-
istrations, and he offered them money to
confer the same power upon him, but he
was told that, inasmuch as he had thought
the gift of God could be purchased with
money, his money should perish with him.
“But did not Peter and the other disciples
possess the power to forgive sins?” Yes.
How did they exercise it? The Scriptures
are very plain on that point. Read the ac-
count of Peter, on the day of Pentecost,
addressing thousands of people who were
assembled at Jerusalem on that occasion.
They cried out to Peter and the rest of
the Apostles—“Men and brethren, what
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shall we do to be saved? We believe your
statement, we believe we are sinners, we be-
lieve we have consented to the death of the
Son of God, now what shall we do?” Did
he say—*I will forgive you your sins?” No,
no such thing. Did he have the power? Yes.
How did he exercise it? Said he—“Repent,
and be baptized every one of you, in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
your sins, and you shall receive the Holy
Ghost,” and they took them and led them
down into the water, and baptized them,
and their sins were forgiven. That is the
way the Apostles forgave sins, it was not by
selling indulgences.

Martin Luther introduced some good
principles, but did he bring back the
Gospel Jesus brought? No, verily no. Did
Melancthon? No. Zwingler? No. John
Knox? No. Did Calvin? No, none of them
brought back the Gospel of Jesus. They
went about teaching good principles of
morality, and the Gospel as far as they
knew it. But God did not impart to them
the light of revelation which the ancient
Saints enjoyed, and as each of those re-
formers had his peculiar views and ideas in
regard to the Gospel, they were the origi-
nators of the multitudes of sects and par-
ties now existing in the Christian world.
Luther promulgated his views very exten-
sively in Germany, Calvin, who differed
from him in regard to the doctrine of free
will, and was a believer in the doctrine of
fate, election or reprobation, promulgated
his views extensively, and so with others.
If they had had the light of revelation
this variation would not have existed,
the Spirit of God would have led them
into all truth and brought them to the
unity of the faith, and they would have
seen eye to eye, as the Scriptures say men
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