
will do “When God brings again Zion, and 
with their voice together will they sing.”

We will refer to some of these seced-
ing churches, but first for a moment will 
notice the Greek church. This church se-
ceded from the Latin church, or the Latin 
from the Greek. I do not care which way 
you take it. There was a schism between 
these two bodies, and each pursued its own 
peculiar course, and that course has been 
very erratic, foolish and far from the prin-
ciples of truth. Then there is the Episcopal 
Church. How did it originate? Through 
Henry the Eighth. How was it that he 
started a church? History informs us that it 
was simply on this ground—he was desir-
ous of having a divorce from his wife and 
the Pope would not grant it. Before this 
Henry had written a book or pamphlet in 
defense of popery and in opposition to the 
Reformation, for which the Pope styled 
him “Defender of the Faith;” but when 
the Pope would not consent to grant the  
English king this divorce he became an-
gry, and determined to start a church of  
his own; and fortunately or unfortunately 
he had two pliant tools, ecclesiastics in  
the Catholic church, and to gratify their 
sovereign they lent themselves to him  
to assist in carrying out his plan, and to-
gether they started the Church of England, 
or the Episcopal Church as it is now called. 
When Henry had got a priesthood of his 
own he got the divorce he wanted, and 
went on his way rejoicing I suppose, at 
least in his way.

We will now come to some others 
among the reformers. There was John 
Knox, in Scotland a very zealous and very 
intolerant man, nothing very pleasant about 
him, some traits of his character I never

admired, and I have read some things in his 
works that are not very pleasant, gentle or 
amiable; but he was no doubt a very sincere 
and zealous Christian in his way, and sought 
to do good. Then there was Calvin, an-
other tolerably sincere man in my opinion, 
and judging from what history tells about 
him, he was desirous of stemming the tor-
rent of evil and advancing good principles 
as far as he knew how. But who among 
them brought back the Gospel which Jesus 
taught? Not one. Leaving Calvin, Knox, 
Luther and the early reformers we come 
down to later times, and we find that in 
the Church of England there were some 
things which the conscientious portion of 
its members could not sustain, and a ref-
ormation was inaugurated by John and 
Charles Wesley, and a Mr. Fletcher. They 
taught many good principles; but they did 
not bring back the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
although they were very zealous and very de-
sirous of doing good, and I think there was 
something very creditable in their efforts 
to stem the current of evil and to resist and 
unmask the corruption that was creeping in 
under the name of religion and to unmask 
the hypocrisy that existed; but they did not 
restore the Gospel, and one of them, in sing-
ing said he looked forward to and hoped the 
time would come when—

“From chosen Abraham’s seed 
  The new Apostles choose 
O’er isles and continents to spread 
  The dead-reviving news.”

They did not have it, however he knew 
that, and although he was desirous of hav-
ing such a state of things restored, he was 
not able to introduce it, for God had not 
called upon him to perform that work.

There  have  been  va r ious  o the r  
isms besides those I have mentioned,  
i n  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s  a r i s i n g  m o r e  
from personal pique, prejudice and
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