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contradictions and personal interests of
men than for the glory of God and for the
good of mankind, and I am afraid their
originators cared more about preaching the
Gospel according to certain men, rather
than the Gospel according to Jesus Christ.
In such a state of things what is to be done?
We are living in a world in which the spir-
its who have dwelt in the bosom of God are
coming into and leaving this state of exis-
tence at the rate of about a thousand mil-
lions in every thirty-three years; and here
are thousands of so-called ministers of re-
ligion with an inefficient Gospel, that God
never ordained, trying to ameliorate the
condition of mankind, and sending what
they call the Gospel to the heathen, and
they are continually calling for the pecuni-
ary aid of their fellow Christians to assist
them in this enterprise. But if they have not
the truth themselves how can they impart
it to others? How can blind leaders lead
people in the way of life and salvation? Was
it not necessary, in view of the ignorance
and blindness of the people everywhere, in
regard to the principles of salvation, that
something should be done to ameliorate the
condition of a fallen world? The Christian
world, by their unbelief, have made
the heavens as brass, and wherever they go
to declare what they call the Gospel they
make confusion worse confounded; but
who shall debar God from taking care of
his own creation, and saving his creatures?
Yet this is the position that many men
have taken. But notwithstanding the un-
belief so prevalent throughout Christen-
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dom, God restored his ancient Gospel
to Joseph Smith, giving him revelation,
opening the heavens to him, and making
him acquainted with the plan of salvation
and exaltation of the children of men. I
was well acquainted with him, and have
carefully examined the revelations given
through him, and notwithstanding all the
aspersions that have been cast upon him,
I believe that, with the exception of Jesus
Christ, there never was a greater Prophet
upon this wide earth than he; and to the
revelations he made known are we indebted
for the glorious principles that God has
communicated to the world in these last
days. We were as much in the dark as other
people were about the principles of salva-
tion, and the relationship we hold to God
and each other, until these things were
made known to us by Joseph Smith. A
great deal is said at the present time about
the relation of husband and wife; but where
is there a man outside of this Church who
understands anything about this relation-
ship, as well as that of parents to children?
There is not one, and the Latter-day Saints
knew nothing about it until it was revealed
by Joseph Smith, through the Gospel. It
is the Gospel that teaches a woman that
she has a claim upon a man, and a man
that he has a claim upon a woman in the
resurrection; it is the Gospel that teaches
them that, when they rise from the tombs
in the resurrection, they will again clasp
hands, be reunited, and again participate
in that glory for which God designed them

before the world was.
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