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good. That man who claims to be under

the jurisdiction of an authority that he

professes to believe is paramount with

God, and yet is engaged in this way, that

way and the other way, in getting rich so

that he has no time to honor it, the ques-

tion is, Can that man enter into the king-

dom of God? I am not going to say, but I

will bring up another case that, perhaps,

may have a bearing on, and serve to il-

lustrate this subject.

There was a certain rich man who

fared sumptuously every day. He had

abundance of everything that was good.

Then there was a poor man named

Lazarus, who lay at his gate, and the

dogs came and licked his sores. This

poor man would have been glad of the

crumbs that fell from the rich man's ta-

ble. By and by poor Lazarus died and

was carried by angels into Abraham's

bosom. I was once conversing with a

Presbyterian minister on the subject of

polygamy. Said I to him—"My dear sir,

where do you expect to go when you die?"

He said—"To some good place, I hope."

"To heaven, I suppose?" "Yes," said he,

"I hope to go there." Said I—"Right into

Abraham's bosom." Well, he said, figura-

tively, that was correct. Said I, "If you go

right into Abraham's bosom there will be

on one side Sarai and on the other Ha-

gar, and if you make a deadshot right

into Abraham's bosom how do you ex-

pect to dodge polygamy? If you get into

Abraham's bosom you get into a curious

place." By this time his argument was

exhausted and our conversation closed.

But Lazarus went to Abraham's bosom, I

suppose he has a pretty large bosom and

a large heart, large enough to embrace

all the faithful from his day down to the

end of time, for in him and his seed shall

all the families of the earth be blessed.

By and by the rich man died, and it

is said that he lifted up his eyes in hell,

or in torment, and he saw Abraham afar

off with Lazarus in his bosom: Said he—

"Father Abraham, send Lazarus that he

may dip the tip of his finger in water

that he may cool my tongue, for I am tor-

mented in this flame." Abraham replied,

and he spoke to him very kindly and fa-

therly, "Son, remember that thou in thy

lifetime receivedst thy good things, and

likewise Lazarus evil things, but now

he is comforted and thou art tormented.

And besides all this, between us and you

there is a great gulf fixed, so that they

who would pass from hence to you can-

not, neither can they pass to us who

would come from thence." Here, then, we

see illustrated the fate of the man who

obtained wealth independent of the Lord

Almighty. He obtained wealth and en-

joyed it, and down he went to hell, while

that poor man who, in this life, lay at

the rich man's gate and desired to be fed

with the crumbs that fell from his table,

was carried by angels into Abraham's bo-

som. Probably, in life, this rich man had

oppressed and dealt wrongfully by that

poor man, I cannot tell how that was, but

at any rate he went to hell.

Now, let me ask you who the man

is who may be rich, and still enter into

the kingdom of God. There was fa-

ther Abraham himself, none of you will

dispute that he was a rich man while

here, yet there he was, on the other

side of the great gulf, prepared to wel-

come Lazarus to happiness and heaven.

But how did Abraham get rich? Was

it by cheating and defrauding, by cal-

culating and financiering? Or did he

get it by doing his duty and trusting

in God to bestow upon him what he


