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kind of a mystery to us, it caused a query
to arise in our minds, and we could not
exactly understand it. This brings to my
remembrance a figure that was very fre-
quently used by the Elders when preach-
ing the Gospel in the old country in early
days. To explain this seeming mystery
to the minds of the new converts, they
would liken the Gospel and Church of
Jesus Christ and its organization, to a
watch with all its complicated machin-
ery, including wheels, pivots and pins,
face, fingers and mainspring. All these
properly combined will correctly tell the
time of day. "But," said the Elders, "Sup-
pose a man comes along and takes one
of these wheels away, and another man
takes another wheel, and another takes
another wheel; another man takes a pin,
and another another pin; another man
takes a pivot, and another takes another
pivot; one takes the face, another takes a
finger, and another takes another finger,
and so on, until finally the whole watch
is divided up, say among six hundred dif-
ferent people, everyone of whom says—
"I have got the watch, and I can tell the
time of day." Says the watchmaker—"Do
you think I am such a fool as to believe
that any of you can tell the time of day?
A watch cannot tell the time unless it
is combined and united together, every
wheel and pivot in its place, with the
mainspring in good order. It takes the
whole machine to tell the time of day,
and when a man says—'I have got the
watch,’ and he has only got a wheel, a
pivot, or a pin, the face, mainspring, or
case, he does not tell the truth, whether
he knows it or not."

So it is, my young friends and
brethren and sisters, in regard to
the Bible; every religious sect takes
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that part of it which suits them, and
they all say they believe in it, and they
have got the plan of salvation. For in-
stance, one sect or party will take faith
in Jesus Christ, and say that is all that
is necessary for the salvation of man.
Another sect will perhaps take baptism,
and say that faith and baptism are nec-
essary for salvation, and throw away
something else; and thus you find the
whole Christian world, although profess-
ing to believe in the same Savior and in
the same Bible, opposed to each other.
And then the "Mormons" come along and
they say—"All these sects are wrong and
we are right." They say to the sects—
"Why, you have not got the watch, you
have only got one of the wheels, one of
the pins or fingers, or you have only got
the case, and there is nothing in it, and
it requires the case with all its contents
properly arranged to tell the time of day
correctly; in other words, if you would
teach the people how to be saved in the
kingdom of God, you must teach them to
obey every principle of the plan of salva-
tion." That is precisely what the Elders
of this Church do, and that makes the
grand distinction and difference between
them and the so-called religious teachers
of the day.

Now to illustrate this. You attend
a church or a chapel, and you per-
haps hear a minister preach from the
16th chapter of St. Mark's Gospel,
where the Apostles are commanded to
go and preach the Gospel to every crea-
ture, with the promise that he that be-
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved,
&c. Some of our young people have
not read the Bible a great deal. It is
true that many of them who attend Sun-
day school do read it, but as a gen-
eral thing the class I am referring to
do not attend Sunday school. They



