
we all come to the unity of the faith. The 
Apostle also says that there are in the 
Church a diversity of gifts, such as tongues, 
the interpretation of tongues, healing, 
knowledge, faith, wisdom, etc. Now, how 
much does a sectarian pick out of this 
when he quotes it? He takes Pastors and 
Teachers, but he throws away Apostles, 
Prophets, gifts, helps, tongues, healings, 
etc.; in fact, he claims to have the whole 
watch, when, at the same time, he has but 
one little pin or pivot, and throws away the 
principal part of the machinery.

Did you ever think of these things 
my brethren and sisters? If you would 
read the Bible and New Testament you 
would get an understanding of them just 
as we did. How was that? Most of us 
were trained to read the Bible, and when 
we heard the Later-day Saints preach 
we said—“This is different from any-
thing we ever heard before. The Bible 
seems like a new book, we never knew 
there were such things in it. Our minis-
ters never taught us these principles, and 
when we mention them to them they 
say they are done away, and no longer 
needed;” in other words they say that a 
watch does not need a mainspring now; 
it was necessary 1,800 years ago for a 
watch to have a mainspring and a vari-
ety of wheels and pins all united together 
in one case, but now it is not necessary, 
for you can tell the time of day with 
one of the fingers, or a pin, or with the  
empty case. We who had read the New 
Testament, when we heard the Elders 
explain the organization of this Church, 
could at once see that it was in accordance 
with the Scripture pattern, and that it was 
different to the churches of Christendom; 
but the reason that our young men  
and women are sometimes in a quan-
dary when they hear sectarians preach is

because they have not read the Scriptures, 
and hence when they hear a man in a pul-
pit make an assertion, they are not able to 
tell whether he quotes the whole or only a 
part of the passage, and hence the neces-
sity for them to make themselves more ac-
quainted with the Bible.

When I was about seventeen years of 
age I first heard this Gospel preached by 
Elder Orson Pratt. He quoted from the 
Acts of the Apostles, and although I had 
another word of testimony within me 
that what he said was correct, that he was 
a servant of God and that Joseph Smith 
had had the ministration of angels, when 
he quoted from the Scriptures I could not 
say whether it was so or not, because I had 
never read the Bible. I had never been al-
lowed to read it, for reasons which I stated 
this afternoon, but I went home directly 
and read the Bible, and found that what 
he said was true. Then I went to another 
place of worship and I heard a man quote 
the same chapter, but somehow or other 
he failed to quote the whole passage, and 
quoted only a little bit of it. This led some 
of us to investigate, and we did so just as 
we would any other branch of knowledge. 
No young man would think of reading 
Robinson Crusoe in order to make himself 
acquainted with geography, neither would 
he read the history of Scotland in order 
to master algebra; and no young man or 
young woman would think of studying any 
branch of science or art by reading novels. 
But if they really desired to acquire any 
branch of knowledge they would, of course, 
procure works that treated on that sub-
ject, and make it a matter of earnest study.  
I knew a man who did nothing but study 
grammar from the time he was fifteen  
years old until he was twenty-five. They 
used to call him “Old Syntax” for a by-
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