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name. So it is with our young—they
must not expect to study “Mormonism”
by reading novels, but they must read the
Bible, Book of Mormon, Doctrine and
Covenants, Millennial Star, Orson Pratt’s
Works, the Voice of Warning and many
others. These are the works our chil-
dren must study if they ever find out for
themselves the truth of the principles of
“Mormonism.” And besides doing this,
they must also pray unto the Almighty for
the testimony of his Holy Spirit. How did
we, now growing old in the work, get a
knowledge of its truth? Many of us, after
hearing the testimony of the servants of
God, went into our closets, and some of
us labored for months with the Almighty
before we obtained that knowledge. We
prayed “Lord, if the testimony of this man
is true, make it known unto us, by some
means or another;” and we finally received
impressions which induced us to repent
and be baptized, and we had hands laid
upon us for the gift of the Holy Ghost;
and still we labored, and prayed, and con-
tended for the faith once delivered to the
Saints, until God in his mercy manifested
himself unto us in such a manner that we
knew this was his work and kingdom.
Now, if a young man rises and bears
testimony that he knows this is the king-
dom of God, perhaps some other young
man may make fun and say, “How do
you know it?” Perhaps he cannot explain,
for the revelations of God to the mind
and soul of man cannot always be ex-
plained, any more than Columbus could
explain when he asserted there was a vast
continent that had not then been discov-
ered, or than the philosopher could ex-
plain to unbelievers that the globe was
round and not flat; they could not un-
derstand it without studying natural laws
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as he had done. The testimony of the
Holy Ghost and the Revelations of God
give knowledge to the mind of him upon
whom they are conferred but he cannot
explain their operations to others. In the
Scriptures we are told that the things of
man are known by the spirit of man, and
the things of God only by the Spirit of
God, and the promise to those who obey
the Gospel is that they shall know for
themselves of its truth, and this is the only
condition on which the fulfillment of this
promise can be obtained. Said Jesus—“Do
my will and you shall know of the doc-
trine, whether it is of God, or whether I
speak of myself.”

Our children were baptized when they
were eight years old, but that was more
by our agency that theirs. The gift of the
Holy Ghost was conferred upon them,
and that Spirit is within them, and if they
understood its whisperings and dictates I
believe that they would admit they know a
great deal more than they now think they
do; and if they would heed its teachings
it would lead them in the way of eternal
life. But there is a great difference between
the “Mormons” and the rest of the reli-
gious world when we come to the funda-
mental principles of all religion, namely,
belief in God. The sectarian world say
that they believe in God, but that he has
neither body, parts nor passions, and
yet there are three persons in the god-
head—Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. If
you were to attend the Sabbath schools of
our friends who are not of us, you would
probably hear these principles taught. But
this is not in accordance with the Bible,
for that teaches that God made man in
his own image. If you want to know what
the Almighty looks like, look at man, only
he is in a fallen condition and clothed
with humanity. Jesus said that he was
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