
Only think of all the people now appealing 
to those ancient laws, made before any of 
them were born, and having nothing fur-
ther to govern them!

This would just be as consistent as it 
would be to suppose that God some eigh-
teen hundred years ago, gave all the infor-
mation that he ever intended to give in 
relation to the government of His king-
dom and His affairs here on the earth. 
You know that in civil governments laws 
are continually required, circumstances 
call them forth. Laws made last year are 
not always suitable to the circumstances 
of this year, and those made ten years ago, 
might be altogether unsuitable for events 
now happening, and hence the necessity of 
something new, direct from the lawmaking 
department. So in regard to the king-
dom of God. God spake to the ancients, 
but many of the words he spake then are 
not binding upon the people now. Some 
few of the great moral principles revealed 
to the ancients are binding forever, but 
the great majority of the revelations from 
Heaven were only suited to the individuals 
to whom they were given. Take, for in-
stance, the case of Abram. He was liv-
ing in Chaldea, the land of his fathers. 
The Lord spake to him, and commanded 
him to arise and leave his native country, 
and journey to a strange land, which was 
promised to him for an inheritance. Now, 
I ask, was any other people upon the face 
of the whole earth bound to obey this 
divine law given to Abraham? No; it was 
suited to him and to him only. If we were 
all under this ancient law, then every one 
of us would have to go to Chaldea; and 
after we got there we should have to leave 
that country and go to some land which 
we should expect to receive for an inheri-
tance, which would be the very height  
of absurdity.

Again, when God led forth Abraham 
into the land of Palestine, we find that he 
not only communicated laws to him, but 
that he also made precious promises re-
lating to him and his seed, which did not 
pertain to all the nations and kingdoms of 
the earth. God commanded Abraham on 
that occasion to arise, and to pass through 
the length and breadth of the land, and to 
go out on to a certain high place and to 
cast his eyes eastward and westward and 
northward and southward, for said the 
Lord unto him, “All this land which thou 
seest shall be given to thee, and to thy seed 
after thee for a possession.” Under this law 
have I been commanded to go to the land 
of Palestine and walk through the length 
and breadth of the land? Never. Have you 
been commanded to do it? Never. It is not 
a law that is binding upon us, neither was 
it binding upon future generations after 
the days of Abraham.

Again, when God made the promise to 
Abraham that he should have that land for 
a possession, and his literal seed after him, 
he did not mean you nor me, nor the gen-
erations of the earth who are not the literal 
descendants of Abraham.

Again, when God revealed himself 
to Moses, and told him to go down into 
Egypt and deliver Israel from bondage, that 
was a law binding upon Moses and Moses 
alone. The Latter-day Saints are not under 
that law, neither are any other people. So 
we might continue to multiply instances by 
thousands where God spake to individuals, 
and they, and they alone, were the persons 
who were to give heed to his laws. Again, 
where he spoke in some cases to the nation 
of Israel, Israel and Israel alone could obey 
those laws. But sometimes he would reveal 
to an individual or to a people certain great
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