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moral principles that were binding upon

them and upon all people unto the ends

of the earth, when they were made man-

ifest unto them. Such laws are everlast-

ing in their nature. Sometimes God re-

vealed ordinances as well as command-

ments and laws. These ordinances were

binding just as far as God revealed them

for the people to attend to. For instance,

the law of circumcision was binding upon

Abraham and his seed, and was to be

continued for a certain season, but by

and by it was to be superseded by some

other. God also revealed, in the days

of the introduction of the Gospel, many

eternal laws, different from those that

had been revealed in former times. He

revealed many things afresh and anew

when he came personally on the earth,

which had also been revealed prior to his

day. For instance, we will take the law

of faith, and repentance. These princi-

ples were taught in every dispensation,

and were binding upon all people in the

four quarters of the earth, and in all gen-

erations before Jesus came; they were

eternal principles, and were to be con-

tinued forever. We will take, again, the

law of baptism for the remission of sins.

Wherever the Gospel was preached this

ordinance was binding upon the people.

Wherever men were sent forth with the

fullness of the plan of salvation to de-

clare to the children of men, the law of

baptism accompanied that message, and

all people, as well as Israel, were re-

quired to obey that sacred ordinance.

In the latter days, when God es-

tablishes his kingdom on the earth

for the last time, there will be thou-

sands and tens of thousands of pre-

cepts and commandments revealed to

certain individuals, which will be bind-

ing upon them alone. Then there will

be other commandments that will be

adapted to all the Church, and they

will be binding upon the Church and

upon the Church alone. Then there

will be certain commandments that will

be binding upon all nations, people and

tongues, and blessed are they who give

heed to the commandments and institu-

tions and ordinances which pertain to

them and which are adapted to their

circumstances, and which are given for

them to obey. But we will return again

to the Church and kingdom.

Forty-four years have rolled over our

heads since God gave commandment to

a young man, a youth, to organize bap-

tized believers into a Church, which was

called the kingdom of God, not orga-

nized in its fullness, for there were not

materials enough at that time to insti-

tute all the officers that were needed in

that kingdom. The kingdom needed in-

spired Apostles, Seventies, High Priests

after the order of Melchizedek; it needed

the Priesthood of Aaron—the Levitical

Priesthood, which the ancient Prophet

said should be restored in the latter

days. The kingdom needed all the ap-

pendages and blessings of these two

Priesthoods, and there were not a suf-

ficient number then baptized to make

the organization perfect and complete;

but so far as there were individuals the

organization was commenced, although

there were then only six members. Two

of these were Apostles, called of God to

be Apostles; called by new revelation

to be Apostles; called by the ministra-

tion of angels to be Apostles; ordained

by the laying on of hands of immor-

tal personages from the eternal worlds.

Hence, being ordained by this high au-

thority, called by this high and holy call-

ing, and chosen to go forth and organize

the kingdom, and to preach the message

of life and salvation among the children


