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I make mention of these circum-

stances for the purpose of showing you

that, when people have been once en-

lightened as the Nephites were, and

have had all things common, and have

been blessed with an abundance of the

riches of the earth, working together

in harmony, until riches were poured

out upon them in vast abundance, and

then withdraw themselves from the or-

der of God, they soon bring swift de-

struction upon their heads. We see

the Nephites, after taking this course,

descending lower and lower in their

wickedness, going into idolatry, offering

up human sacrifices unto their idol gods,

and committing every species of abom-

ination that they had ever known or

heard of, all because they had been once

enlightened and had apostatized from

the truth, and withdrawn from the order

of God, in which their forefathers had

had a long experience.

The Lord gave a caution to the Latter-

day Saints, when he told them, in a rev-

elation, given in 1831, to enter into the

same order pertaining to our possessions

in Jackson County. Prior to that, he gave

us a promise, saying, that if we would

be faithful we should become the rich-

est of all people; but if we would not be

faithful in keeping his commandments,

but should become lifted up in the pride

of our hearts, we should, perhaps, be-

come like the Nephites of old. "Beware

of pride," says the Lord, in one of these

revelations, "lest you become like the

Nephites of old."

I have no doubt that you Latter-

day Saints are the best people on the

face of the earth. God has gath-

ered you out from among the na-

tions; you were the only people, to

whom the message of life and salvation

was sent, who received the missionar-

ies of the Most High when they came

to your respective nations. You not only

received the Gospel of repentance and

baptism, but you hearkened to those

missionaries and the counsels of God,

and gathered to this land. Hence, you

have done better than all other people,

and you have been blessed above all

other people. But there is danger, af-

ter having been made partakers of the

Holy Ghost, and having had the gifts of

the Spirit made manifest more or less ac-

cording to our faith, if we become lifted

up in the pride of our hearts and think,

because we have gathered an abundance

of the wealth of this world, that we are a

little better than our poor brother who

labors eight or ten hours a day at the

hardest kind of labor. Any person hav-

ing the name of Latter-day Saint who

feels that he is better than, and distin-

guishes himself from, the poor and sup-

poses that he belongs to a little higher

class than they, is in danger. "Beware

of pride, lest you become like unto the

Nephites of old."

In order that this pride may be done

away, there must necessarily be another

order of things in regard to property.

Why does pride exist at all? Let us

make a little inquiry about this. Do you

know the reason? It all arises out of

the love of riches. This is what gener-

ally constitutes pride. Now supposing

you were all brought on a level in re-

gard to property by a full consecration

of everything that you have into a com-

mon stock fund, would there be among

that number one who should thus con-

secrate all that he had, who would have

anything to boast of above his neighbor?

Not at all. He might have the use of

property, one man might have perhaps

a hundred times more than another, to

use as a steward or agent for this general

fund; but when he has used it he has his


