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living out of it—his food, his raiment, the

necessaries and comforts of life, whether

he handles hundreds of thousands or

merely a small stewardship, for the man

that takes charge of a great manufactur-

ing establishment would require more

funds than he who has a small farm, but

the funds would not belong to him, he

only has his food, raiment and the nec-

essaries and comforts of life. But here is

another branch of business, just as im-

portant, as far as it goes, as this large

manufacturing establishment. What is

it? To make mortar, to lay up our build-

ings, for without them we should soon

suffer. The man who makes mortar,

then, is just as honorable as the man

who takes charge of a large establish-

ment which requires five hundred thou-

sand dollars to carry it on. But in

both cases, the surplus of their labor,

after taking therefrom the necessaries

of life, goes to the common stock fund;

and the man who has had charge of the

large establishment has nothing that he

can boast of over the man who makes

mortar—one is just as rich as the other.

But I know there are many Latter-

day Saints who have formed an erro-

neous idea or opinion in regard to this

common stock fund. Some for want of

reflection, may suppose that every man

and every woman must have the same

fashioned houses to live in, or there

would not be an equality; theymust have

the same amount of furniture, or there

would not be an equality. Some may sup-

pose that all must have the same kind

of bedding and everything precisely alike

or there would be no equality. But this is

not the way God manifests himself in all

the works of his hands. Go to the field,

the pasture or meadow, and learn wis-

dom. Search from one end of the pas-

ture to the other and see if you can find

two blades of grass that are exactly alike.

It cannot be done, there is a little devi-

ation, a little variety, and hence we see

from this that God delights in variety.

But because one blade of grass might be

formed a little more pleasing to the eye

than another, would the first have any

right, if it could reason, to say, "I am

above that other?" Not at all. It was

made for a certain purpose, and so in

regard to everything else. No two men

upon the face of the earth have the same

features. We have the general charac-

teristics of the human form, and we do

not look like the original of man accord-

ing to Darwin's idea; we do not look

like the monkey or baboon, from which

Darwin says man originated. Men the

world over, have many features bearing

a general resemblance, and their form is

molded in the image of the Most High.

But when you come to scan the features

of man minutely, you will see some de-

viation in the countenances of all men

throughout all creation. Now, are they

not equal? Do those little distinguish-

ing characteristics in the features make

them unequal? Not in the least. Then,

because it might fall to my lot to make

mortar, and to another man's to take

charge of a great store of merchandise,

both of us being agents, that does not

make the mercantile agent any better

than the man who makes the mortar,

and I should not expect to wear the same

kind of apparel that the man did who

was behind the counter. If I was mak-

ing mortar I should not want on broad-

cloth, silk, or satin; I should want ap-

parel adapted to the particular class of

labor I was engaged in. Hence, there will

be a distinction in these things.

Then again, do you suppose that

when we come together it would be

pleasing in the sight of God for every


